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EDITORIALS 


‘Religious Isolationism P’ 


A catch phrase is often used to becloud an issue. 
Just that is being done by critics of The Journal’s 
position regarding union and certain other  so- 
called co-operative movements. We are called “re- 
ligious isolationists,’’ the object being to identify 
our position with that of the pre-war or present 
isolationist in political and international matters. 


We admit that the influence of the Church is 
far from what it. should be in the world. We, to 
some extent, agree with a writer in “The Christian 
Century” that American Protestantism “is spirit- 
ually weaker today than at any time in its history. 
Its conviction of the truth of Christianity has 
been whittled away by secularistic Modernism al- 
most to the vanishing point’; but we disagree with 
his proposed remedy, a closer merging of present 
Protestant bodies, because his solution is based on 
a failure to appreciate the underlying‘ cause of 
present weakness of the Church. 


Here is a simple illustration. A man is sick and 


First of all we note that some of our most heneial h 
ag : physicians are called in consultation. All may 
— agree as to the symptoms but the ones who effect d 
ore rear a we Pp his cure will be the ones who most clearly diagnose 0 
through their combined efforts they are certainly, Pe = Mind. C 
in a measure, responsible for the present world The function of the Church is spiritual, not po- n 
the litical, not economic. The power of the Church is 
the Bible, and their political activities to enforce hosts.” the @atchword of a Chureh C 
their interpretation, which handicapped our gov- which is te sin-sick world 
ernment’s efforts towards preparedness and em- : Y. 
boldened our enemies to precipitate the war. it is the loss of spiritual power which causes - 

On the other hand, the men who founded The the weakness of the Church today and that loss ; 
Journal opposed pacifism throughout the years and q of 
also deplored the isolationist attitude of many in Wieness OF a Church DE 
ppset ry adds to the chaos unless that union is consummated Wi 

. on a like saving faith. 

Are we therefore ‘‘religious isolationists” today 
because we oppose union with the Northern Pres- _ Instead of our critics calling us religious isola- fo 
byterian Church under existing circumstances? tionists and obstructionists let them face the ob- pei 
Let us examine the facts. stacles of union and seek to eliminate them. The = 

is argue at chure ivisions today are the what we believe. e Auburn irmation stands 
source of weakness. That the corporate witness of as an impassable gulf between us. It is a state- - 
the Church is ineffective because of the various ment declaring unessential those vital doctrines of ri 
denominations and the further divisions within © Christianity on which the Church was founded. To ee 
certain denominations. us these doctrines are more precious than union, Jel 
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or any other man-made plan of co-operation, for 
they are the very heart of the Gospel message. If 
we relinquish our testimony to the essential char- 
acter of these doctrines we are but adding to the 
chaos and weakness of the testimony of the Church 


in these «days. 


That which the world needs is not a mighty de- 
nomination, or combination of denominations, 
seeking, as such, to “influence world for good.” 
What is needed is a clear and unequivocal witness 
to the authority of the Bible and those doctrines 
which it affirms. To capitulate to present pressure 
towards union is to affirm that outward union is 
more important that inward faith. 


An outstanding evangelical minister in the Nor- 
thern Church recently remarked: “If you Southern 
Presbyterians unite with us now the fight we con- 
servatives are waging is lost. One of out strongest 
weapons at present is your unwillingness to unite 
with us because of our doctrinal laxness.’’ In 
other words, the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
through refusing to unite now, is bearing a wit- 
ness far beyond the borders of our denomination. 


The issue, in brief, is concerned primarily with 
the essential doctrines of historic Christianity. If 
we consider these doctrines more important than 
outward union we do so because we believe Christ 
teaches us to do just that. In God’s economy a 
Gideon’s band of three hundred men loyal to Him 
and His Word can accomplish that which tens of 
thousands with a watered-down theology can never 
hope to do. Let us keep first things first. If this is 
religious isolationism then make the mee a it. 


Out Of The Heart Of Mies Or 
Out Of The Mouth Of The Lord? 


(Jeremiah 23:16) 


In introducing a speaker, particularly one who 
has had some experience in the ministry, we have 
drifted into the habit of inviting him to speak 
out of his heart. Now, as Calvin told us, Chris- 
tian faith is more of the heart than of the head. 
When one believes in his heart that God raised 
Christ from the dead, he believeth unto righteous- 
ness. In the New Covenant God writes His laws 
upon our hearts. Because we believe, therefore 
we speak. Thus, the Church grows from faith un- 
to faith. The truth of the Word is confirmed in 
Christian experience. A good cure for blue Mon- 


day is the reading of John Knox’s account of the 


Years of God’s Right Hand or John Gillies’ His- 
torical Collection of Remarkable Periods of the 
Success of the Gospel or Alexander’s Thoughts 
on Religious Experience, or hearing some godly 


elder tell how God called him to “go on” when he 


was ready to give up and die. 


The Christian faith is not cold intellectualism. 
Let the heart stand up and answer, ‘I have felt’; 
for often the heart hath her reasons that the mind 
cannot know. The judgment of the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scriptures is certified to the heart 
by the inward witness of the Spirit. And yet, 
So widespread is human depravity that it has af- 
fected the heart as well as the head. Indeed, it 
ls the sinful affections which have enslaved the will 
so that it will not turn to God. Accordingly, 
Jehovah of hosts warns us not to hearken unto 


the prophets that speak a vision of their own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the Lord. (Jer. 23:16). 


W. P. Paterson used to say that the preaching 
of God in His objective reality had always pro- 
duced religious experience, but that the preaching 
of religious experience had been powerless to 
generate religious experience. Principal Macleod 
recognizes that every experience of a Christian 
man is not.a Christian experience. A minister who 
gormandizes at a church picnic ,is, no doubt, a 
Christian man, but his over-eating was not wholly 
Christian. The inward witness of the Spirit ‘“‘is 
delivered to the soul not. derived from it. It 
is in this respect like the Gospel which is God’s 
report, not a religion envolved from within man”’ 
(Giradeau). Both the mysticism of the heart and 
the rationalism of the head are humanistic so 
that Harnack describes mysticism as only inflated 
rationalism and rationalism as deflated mysticism. 
The heart is man’s as truly as is the head. And 
man is fallen as a totality. 


We have nct read the whole Biblical aceonni 
of the heart when we have described the heart 
as the risidence of Christian conviction. Through 
the mouth of Jeremiah, God says that the heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wick- 
ed. Who can know it? Our Lord who knew what 
was in man did not trust himself even to those who 
believed in His Name (Jn.2:23-24). Immediately 
after Peter’s confession he sought to turn the 
Christ away from the Cross, and received this 
stinging rebuke: “Get thee behind me, Satan! 
For you are not thinking in God’s way but in 
man’s.” Indeed, here is Jesus’ exposition of 
anthropology: ‘From within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, murders, thefts, covetousness, deceit, las- 
civiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolish- 
ness: All these evil things come from within, 
and defile the man.” He came unto His own 
people and His own received Him not. One of 
His disciples betrayed Him, another denied Him, 
all forsook Him and fled, and the princes of this 
world crucified the Lord of glory. Even after 
Pentecost Peter dissimulated and by his hypocrisy 
almost split the Church of Antioch. Tradition 
has it that at the end Cephas was cowardly fleeing 
from Rome and had to be sent back to his martyr- 
dom by a re-appearing of Christ. 


Now I have no desire to be too hard on Peter. 
We all love the big, brawny, inconsistent Fisher- 
man. Partly because he is so much like us. Our 
hearts are at least as treacherous as was Peter’s. 
At one moment we declare our readiness to die 
for Him, at another we are denying that we ever 
knew Him. I am saying that it is not always 
safe to speak out of our hearts. Thank God there 
is a better foundation laid up in heaven for our 
acceptance than these shifty hearts of ours. God 
has raised unto David a Righteous Branch, and 
this is His Name whereby He is called: Jehovah 
Our Righteousness. He was delivered up for our 
offences and raised for our justification. No, our 
righteousness is not our changeable hearts, but 
Jesus Christ The Same Yesterday, Today, and 
Forever. By the grace of God we are found in 
Him not having our own righteousness, but the 
Righteousness of God upon the condition of faith. 


And even as we are acepted in the Beloved so 
we have not our hearts to preach, but the blessed 
Gospel of/the glorious God. In the twenty-third 
chapter 


the prophecy of Jeremiah, God warns 
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us against hearkening to the words of prophets 
who speak out of their own hearts and not out of 
His Word: “I sent not these prophets, yet they 
ran: I spake not unto them, yet they prophesied. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith Jehovah. I 
have heard what the prophets have said, that 
prophesy lies in my name, saying I have dreamed, 
I have dreamed. How long shall this be in the 
heart of the prophets that prophesy lies, even the 
prophets of the deceit of their own heart? That 
think to cause My people to forget My Name by 
their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbor, as their fathers forgat My Name for 
Baal. The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell 
a dream; and he that hath My Word, let him speak 
My Word faithfully. What is the straw to the 
wheat? saith Jehovah. Is not My Word like fire? 
saith Jehovah; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?” God has revealed His Name, 
His nature, His being, His will, His saving inter- 
vention in His Word. “For Thou hast magnified 
Thy Word above all Thy Name.” The Mouth of 
the Lord speaks to the heart of men in judgment 
and in grace as we faithfully preach rons oR 
—Wm. C. R. 


Report Of Meeting Of The 
General Assembly 


By Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States opened its eighty- 
fourth session in Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, 
N. C., on Thursday evening, May 25, 1944, at 
7:30 o’clock, and adjourned on Tuesday evening, 
May 30, at 9:30 o’clock. 


Rev. R. C. Anderson, D.D., President of the 
Mountain Retreat Association, led the opening 
prayer. The song service was led by Rev. Alex. 
Batchelor, with Mrs. Donald W. Richardson at 
the piano. Dr. Richardson read the _ Scripture 
Lesson from John 14, and Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., 
Stated Clerk of the Assembly, led in prayer. Dr. 
Donald W. Richardson then as retiring moderator 


preached the opening sermon. His subject was. 


“The Church Today -- Its Need.’’ What a great 
blessing it would be if every congregation in our 
Church could hear and heed this wonderful mes- 
sage. We are printing the sermon in full in this 
issue of The Journal, Pages 9 to 12. 


Rev. R. C. Anderson welcomed the Assembly to 
Montreat and introduced Mr. John H. Robertson 
as the new business manager of Montreat. 


Election Of The Moderator 


Rev. James L. Fowle, D.D., Pastor of the First 
Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., was nominated by 
Dr. Robert H. McCaslin. 


Rev. Charles L. King, D.D., Pastor of the First 
Church of Houston, Tex., was nominated by Rev. 
J. H. Marion, Jr. 


Rev. J. A. Christian, D.D., Pastor of the First 
Church, Baton Rouge, La., was nominated by Rev. 
J. K. Aiken. 


"Rev. Robert J. McMullan, D.D., Missionary to 
China, was nominated by Rev. U. S. Gordon, D.D. 


Rev. Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D., Pastor of the 
Central Church, Atlanta, Ga., was nominated by 
Ruling Elder Knox Walker, of Atlanta. 


The first ballot was as follows: Dr. Fowle, 121; 
Dr. King, 114; Dr. McMullan, 49; Dr. Oglesby, 
29; Dr. Christian, 26. 3 


The second ballot was: Dr. King, 158; Dr, 
Fowle, 145; Dr. McMullan, 24; Dr. Oglesby, 12. 


The third ballot gave: Dr. King, 176; Dr. Fowle, 
142; and Dr. McMullan, 10. 


Dr. Charles L. King was declared elected and 
was — to the platform by Dr. J. H. Ma- 
rion, Jr. 


Dr. King is a native of Covington, Ga. He is a 
graduate of Davidson College and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, where he was Hoge Fellow. He 
was Pastor of Grace Covenant Church, Richmond, 
Va., from 1919 to 1932, when he was called to 
his present pastorate in Houston, Tex. Hampden- 
Sidney College, Virginia, conferred the Doctor of 
Divinity on him. Dr. King made an excellent 
Moderator, presiding in a most capable way, expe- 
diting the business of the Assembly, and yet show- 
ing all courtesy and fairness to every one at all 
times. 


Our Executive Committees 


Each of our Executive Committees presented a 
splendid report. We were struck with the note of 
Evangelism which was predominant in all of 
these reports. We feel that our Church should con- 
stantly praise God for the fine leadership which 
we have in our Executive Secretaries and in Dr. 
James G. Patton as Secretary of Stewardship and 
Miss Janie W. McGaughey as Secretary of Woman’s 
Work. We intend to bring quotations from these 
printed reports in future issues of The Journal. 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of 
Foreign Missions reported there were 3,687 Pro- 
fessions of Faith on the Mission Fields during the 
year. 


Dr. Homer McMillan announced that because of 


reaching retirement age this would be his last re- 


port to the Assembly. He came to us from the 
Reformed’ Church of America in 1904. For two 
years he served Home Mission Churches in Atlanta 
Presbytery, and for the past thirty years has been 
officially associated with our Home Mission Com- 
mittee in Atlanta. The Assembly stood in prayer 
praising God for Dr. McMillan’s many years of 
faithful service to Christ and His Church. 


The following comments are taken from the 
statement prepared by the Executive Committee: 


“With an overwhelming sense of loss the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Home Missions has learned 
of Dr. Homer McMillan’s purpose to retire from 
the important work he has so ably rendered the 
whole Church during the last thirty-eight years. 
In 1906 he was called by the Executive Committee 
as Associate to Dr. S. L. Morris, then the Exe- 
cutive Secretary. In 1915 he was made General 
Secretary. It was in this position that he began 
such a distinguished career of service that brought 
him t_ the attention of the denomination and far 
beyond the borders of his own Church. 


When we review these years of service and his 
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conspicuous leadership, his statesman-like vision 
and his unfailing response to the demands of 
changing times and _ conditions, the Committee 
feels that it is fitting and proper that we should 
inscribe, however inadequately, what has always 
been in our hearts, our deep appreciation of his 
life and labors, and his notable contribution to the 
cause to which he has so unselfishly devoted his 


ministry. 


When Dr. McMillan came to the Committee as 
Associate Secretary, Assembly’s Home Missions 
was comparatively a small enterprise, with a total 
income of less than fifty thousand dollars per 
year. Due largely to his untiring zeal and his in- 
domitable courage in 1929 the annual income of 
the Committee reached more than a half million 
dollars, and the Committee has become one of the 
most important and effective agencies of the 
Church. He did much of the writing and field 
work of the Committee, and constantly assumed 
new tasks and duties that would have daunted a 
man of lesser consecration and determined nature. 


During this period the foreign-speaking people 
in America became a field of large service, and 
this work under his leadership has grown until 
now we are preaching the gospel in more foreign 
languages at’ home than we are on the foreign 
field; the Negro work, formerly the responsibility 
of a separate exetutive agency, was transferred 
to this Committee; the vast field of the Soul 
Winners’ Society in the southern mountains was 
also accepted by the General Assembly and as- 
signed to this Committee; the Assembly’s Evan- 
gelistic Committee was discontinued and the work 
given over to the Home Mission Committee; the 
Jewish Missions were begun; and the territory and 
the field: of service has become co-extensive with 
that of the General Assembly itself. Into every 
Synod and almost in every Presbytery, the Com- 
mittee has extended its ministry. The period of 


his service to the Church has been the period of 


its greatest development. In variety and magni- 
tude the work of the Committee has. grown 
amazingly, and it has done so during the most 
significant changes that have ever taken place in 
the history of the world. In all of this Dr. Mc- 
Millan has most ably filled the place of leadership. 
Indeed he has been in the forefront challenging 
the Church with the voice of a prophet to open 
their eyes to the whitening fields of harvest.” 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, pre- 
sented the report of the Executive Committee, of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. He 
thetfked the Assembly for the confidence it had 
placed in him by electing him as Executive Secre- 
tary of this Cause. | 


Dr. E. D. Grant, Executive Secretary, presented 
the report of the Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education and Publication. 


Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., in his first appear- 
ance before the Assembly as Secretary of Steward- 
ship, presented the report of the Committee on 
Stewardship. He succeeded Dr. B. K. Tenney, who 
resigned last year to become Treasurer of the As- 
sembly’s Home Mission Committee. 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Sineictene of Wo- 
man’s Work, presented the thirty-second © annual 
report of the Committee on Woman’s Work. She 
also introduced: Mrs. Frances R. Crawford, Chair- 
man of the Committee; Mrs. Harrington, Vice- 


Chairman; and Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Montgomery, 
and Mrs. Harrell, members of the Committee. 


Dr. Henry W. Mack presented the report of the 
Assembly’ s Training School for Lay Workers. 


Dr. Dan. T. Caldwell brought the report of the 
Defense Service Council. 


In connection with the report of the American 
Bible Society, the Assembly heard Dr. Frank W. 
Langham, one of our own Ministers, who is a Sec- 
retary of the Society. 


Dr. David DeForrest Burrell brought fraternal 
greetings from the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church, 
and Dr. E. N. Orr, Pastor of the Tabernacle 
A.R.P. Church, Charlotte, brought fraternal greet- 
ings from the Associate Reformed Church. 


Rev. T. Christie Innes, General Secretary of the 
American Tract Society, spoke of that work. 


Dr. C. Frank Brown, Chairman of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Evangelism, introduced Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, field representative of the Committee, 
who spoke of the need of evangelism in our day; of 
the things that hinder our zeal and our efforts in 
winning souls to Christ, and of some of the means 
of bringing men to Him. 


On Friday evening, Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., 
Secretary of Stewardship, brought a fine message 
on that work. He introduced Miss Deedie-May 
Austin, and told of her publicity work. He de- 
scribed the work of the Stewardship Committee 
in promoting the work of the Every Member 
Canvass. He told of how the Committee is the co- 
ordinating agency of the General Assembly’s 
Agencies. He brought before us the problems that 
arise in the preparation of the budget, and empha- 
sized the fact that the Stewardship Committee’s 
real duty is the promotion of Stewardship through- 
out the whole Church and all the year around. 


On Saturday morning, Ruling Elder W. H. Mar- 
= of Decatur, Ga., offered the following Reso- 
ution: 


Whereas, three of the last four General As- 


-semblies instructed the Permanent Committee on 


Co-operation and Union “to safeguard ... the 
properties of the churches and endowments, the 
theological seminaries and other educational in- 
stitutions,”’ and, 


- Whereas, there is a decided difference of opinion 
as to whether these instructions have been carried 
out in the “Proposed Plan of Reunion,” circulated 
by the Permanent Committee on Co-operation and 
Union, and, 


Whereas, if the principles outlined by previous 
Assemblies should be incorporated into the Book 
of Church Order before the Church is plunged 
into heated discussions of organic union much 
ground for misunderstanding and bitter contro- 
versy' would be eliminated and the peace and 
purity of the Church maintained; 


Therefore, be it resolved, that the following 
amendment to the Book of Church Order be 
adopted by this Assembly and sent down to the 
Presbyteries: 


In Book of Church Order, Chapter XIII, add 
Paragraph 60a as follows: 
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“In the event of full organic union or consolida- 
tion with any other ecclesiastical body, as provided 
in Paragraph 162, any Synod, Presbytery or 
Church may, within one year following the adop- 
tion of a plan of union or consolidation, by a ma- 
jority vote at a stated meeting in the case of 
Synods and Presbyteries and a regularly called 


meeting of the congregation, in the case of an. 


individual Church, provided that full notice of 
the purpose of the meeting be given twenty-one 
days in advance, elect to remain outside of said 
union or said consolidation and retain its legal 
and vested rights to all or any part of its property 
or properties.” 


This resolution was referred to the Standing 
Committee on Bills and Overtures. Upon the re- 
commendation of this Committee, the resolution 
was defeated. 


The Question As To Whether The 
Type Of Bible Interpretation Known 
As Dispensationalism Is In Harmony 


With The Confession Of Faith. 


Dr. F. B. Gear, Chairman of the Ad Interim 
Committee on Changes in the Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms, presented the report of this Com- 
mittee. 


This Committee had limited its work to “the 
question as to whether or not the type of Bible 
interpretation known as Dispensationalism is in 
harmony with the Confession of Faith.’”’ The Com- 
mittee Report said in part: ‘“Dispensation- 
alism ... rejects the doctrine that God has, since 
the fall, but one ‘plan of salvation’ for all man- 
kind and affirms that God has been through the 
ages ‘administering’ various and divers plans of 
salvation for various groups.”’ This was supported 
by extensive quotations from outstanding ex- 
ponents of Dispensationalism. 


Dr. Richardson moved that the report be ap- 
proved and adopted. 


Dr. Gaston Boyle offered an amendment to the 
last paragraph to clarify the meaning. The amend- 
ment was carried. 


The amended report was then adopted as a 
whole. 


The “Conclusion” of the lengthy report is as 
follows: 


It is the unanimous opinion of your Committee 
that Dispensationalism as defined and set forth 
above is out of accord with the system of the doc- 
trine set forth in the Confession of Faith, not pri- 
marily or simply in the field of eschatology, but 
because it attacks the very heart of the theology 
of our Church, which is unquestionably a theology 
of our Covenant of Grace. As Dr. Chafer clearly 
recognizes, there are two schools of interpretation 
represented here, which he rightly designates as 
“Covenantism” as over against ‘‘Dispensation- 
ay gt (Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 100, No. 399, 


In fact, the divergence of Dispensationalism 
from the Covenant Theology of our Church is so 
obvious to Dr. Chafer that he suggests a revision 
of the standards of the Church so as to make room 
for those who no longer hold to the Reformed 
tradition of a Covenant Theology. (Ibid., P. 345.) 


Inasmuch as there is some difference of opinion 
concerning the status and use of such a report, 
your Committee desires to state that it does not 
understand that the Assembly instructed it to pro- 
vide a statement of doctrine which shall be a syb- 
stitute for, or an amendment to, any doctrina] 
statements contained in the Constitution of the 
Church or any part thereof. Nor does it under- 
stand that this report, if approved by the As. 
sembly, is to be regarded as an amendment to 
ordination vows of ministers, ruling elders, or dea- 
cons. It is simply an interpretative statement 


which may be used by the Presbyteries as they — 


deem wise. 


Your Committee wishes also to make the follow- 
ing statement of clarification: Most, if not all, ad- 
herents to the type of Dispensationalism dealt with 
in this report hold the Premillennial view of our 
Lord’s return; but not all Premillennialists accept 
this form of Dispensationalism. Therefore, the 
Committee wishes to make it clear that it has en- 
deavored solely to consider the particular type of 
biblical interpretation defined above, and known 
as Dispensationalism and that it understood the 
assignment of the Assembly to limit it to this task. 
In view of this fact, this report should not be con- 
sidered as in any sense a criticism of Pre- 
millennialism as such. | 


Dr. Robert R. Oglesby, Chairman of the Perma- 


nent Committee on Social and Moral Welfare, told 
of the ten years’ work of this Committee. 


Dr. John M. Alexander, Chairman of the Ad 
Interim Committee on Radio, presented that re- 
port. The Assembly authorized the continuance of 
the Special Committee on Radio for the ensuing 
year, the membership to consist of Rev. John M. 
Alexander, D.D., Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, D.D., 
and Rev. J. H. Marion, Jr. ,D.D., and appropriated 
$2,500, together with the Committee’s unexpended 
balance for the year ended, as a basic fund for 
this Committee. 


On Saturday afternoon, Dr. James L. Fowle pre- 
sented the Standing Committee’s Report on Evan- 
gelism, after which the Assembly engaged in a 
season of prayer. 


The Assembly enthusiastically accepted Dr. An- 
derson’s invitation to meet again at Montreat next 
year. 


On Saturday evening a popular meeting in the 
interest of Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief was held. Rev. Joe M. Garrison and Dr. 
Wade H. Boggs were the speakers. 


On the Sabbath at the 11:00 A.M. hour in An- 
derson Auditorium the sermon was preached by 
the Moderator, Dr. Charles L. King. The Con- 
munion Service which followed was conducted by 
two former Moderators, Dr. Donald W. Richard- 
son and Dr. Frank C. Brown, assisted by Ruling 
Elders from many sections of the Church at large. 


On Sabbath afternoon a popular meeting was 
held in the interest of Assembly’s Home Missions 
and that evening another popular meeting in the 
interest of Religious Education and Publication. 


On Monday morning, Dr. B. R. Lacy, Jr., pre- 
sented the Report of the Defense Service Council. 
Chaplain Volbeda, of our Church, addressed the 
Assembly on religious conditions in the Navy. He 
also spoke of his experiences in the attack on 
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Pearl Harbor. 


Dr. J. A. Christian, Chairman, presented the 
Report of the Standing Committee on the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association. 


Dr. Donald W. Richardson, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Standing Committee on Bills 
and Overtures. 


The answer to Overture 7a caused much debate. 
Some Commissioners thought the proposal was an 
initial step in the ordination of women, while 
others objected to the plan of commissioning di- 
rectors of Religious Education on the ground that 
the plan included only graduates of the Assembly’s 
Training School. The matter was referred to the 
Judicial Committee for study during the coming 
year and to report to the next Assembly. 


On Monday afternoon, Dr. U. S. Gordon, Chair-— 


man, presented the Report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Assembly’s Home Missions. Tributes 
were paid to Dr. Homer McMillan by Dr. Wm. V. 
Gardner, Dr. Frank C. Brown, Dr. R. H. Mce- 
Caslin, Dr. George Mauze, and Dr. W. Moore 
Scott. None of these however surpassed the elo- 
quence and earnestness of the tribute of Rev. 
J. W. Rice, of Scotlandville, La.,. spoken for the 
Commissioners from the Presbyteries of Snedecor 
Memorial Synod. The speaker voiced the high 
esteem in which Dr. McMillan is held, not only by 
the negroes, but by all those whom the Home 
Mission Committee served, regardless of race or 
color, and his constant and earnest effort to secure 
for them their rights and privileges as members 
of the Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard was elected to succeed 
Dr. McMillan as Executive Secretary of Home 
Missions. Dr. Pritchard has been Education Sec- 
retary for nine years. Dr. Pritchard made anxap- 
propriate response to the Assembly’s action and 
asked for the prayers of the Church. 


Dr. Z. V. Robinson, Chairman, presented the 
Report on the Minister and His Work. The pro- 
posed addition to the Book of Church Order, 
131-B, brought forth extended discussion. Many 
opposed the idea of a limited term pastorate, while 
others urged it as a means of solving some of the 
vexing problems that exist. 


Dr. Harold J. Dudley, Chairman, presented the 
report on Bible Cause, which answered in the af- 
firmative the overture from Winston-Salem Pres- 


bytery relative to petitioning the War Labor | 


Board to refrain from curtailment of paper for 
Bible publication. 


Dr. David Shepperson, Chairman, presented the 
report of the Standing Committee on Synodical 
Records, which was adopted. 


Dr. Dan. T. Caldwell, Chairman, presented the 
report of the Standing Committee on Woman’s 


Work. The Assembly confirmed the action of the > 


Committee on Woman’s Work in re-electing Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey as Secretary of Woman’s 
Work for a period of three: years. Miss Mc- 
Gaughey and her entire staff were commended for 
carrying on their work so efficiently during these 
abnormal and trying times. : 


Dr. W. G. Greenlees, -Chairman, presented the 
Report of the Standing Committee on Historical 


Foundation, which was adopted. The report au- 
thorizes the Executive Committee of the Founda- 
tion to take the necessary steps to raise the addi- 
tional funds, estimated at $25,000, for the erec- 
tion of a suitable building for the use ‘of the 
Foundation. 


On Monday evening, May 29, a popular meet- 
ing in the interest of Foreign Missions was held. 
A resolution, signed by a group of Elders on the 
Standing Committee of Foreign Missions, was 
presented. It called for the raising of a large re- 
occupation fund for Foreign Missions amounting 
= st for each Elder and Deacon in the 

urch. 


On Tuesday morning, Dr. R. J. McMullen, 
Chairman, presented the Report of the Standing 
Committee on the Sabbath. In this connection the 
Assembly heard Dr. H. L. Bowlby, General Secre- 
tary of the Lord’s Day Alliance. 


Dr. J. H. Marion, Jr., Chairman, presented the 
Report of the Standing Committee on Steward- 
ship. Dr. M. E. Melvin offered an addition to the 
report, which urged that the Committee on Ste- 
wardship place the major emphasis in its work on 
the tithe as the scriptural standard in giving. 


Foreign Relations 


Dr. Wm. V. Gardner, Chairman, presented the 
Report of the Standing Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


Dr. W. C. McLauchlin moved as a substitute to 
Paragraph 2 that the question of our membership 
in the Federal Council of Churches be sent down 
to the Presbyteries now. 


Dr. J. McD. Richards and Dr. John M. Alex- 
ander, representatives of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., on the Federal Council, were given the pri- 
vilege of the floor and spoke in favor of the Stand- 
ing Committee’s recommendation. 


Rev. Graham Gilmer, Jr., spoke in favor of 
adopting the substitute because of the theological 
views of some of those in the Federal Council and 
poner of some of the literature sent out by the 

ouncil. 


Dr. McLauchlin’s substitute was lost, and the 
Committee’s recommendation was adopted. 


In connection with Paragraph 5 of that part of 
the report dealing with Co-operation and Union, 
the following minority report was presented and 
offered as a substitute for that paragraph: 


Minority Report Of Standing 
Committee On Foreign | 
Relations 


We respectfully dissent from the majority re- 
port in the following particulars: We are of the 
opinion that Overture 31 should be answered in 
the affirmative if the Assembly agrees that the 
‘Proposed Plan of Reunion”? should be distributed 
among the Churches, but we are of the further 
opinion that with Major Wells’ analysis there 
should also be distributed with the ‘“‘Proposed Plan 


of Reunion” the analyses and comments of the 


other six members of the sub-committee of seven, 
which are now officially in the hands of the Chair- 
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man of the Permanent Committee on Co-operation 
and Union. We would further point out that Major 
Wells’ analysis is not the opinion of an individual 
but the official comments of a member of the sub- 
committee of seven appointed to study this plan 
and make report to the full Committee, and we 
feel that the Churches are entitled to have all the 
light on this matter that is available from official 
sources, and that the expense of furnishing this 
information should be borne by the Assembly. 


Henry E. Davis, W. H. Marquess, Jr., Ben. H. 
Evans. 


Ruling Elder Henry E. Davis urged that the 
substitute be adopted in the interests of fairness 
to both viewpoints. The report sent out by the 
Permanent Committee has not been approved and 
is not therefore an official paper. If that is sent 
out to the Church, Major Wells’ paper ought also 
to be sent to the Church. 


Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, Chairman of the Perma- 
nent Committee on Co-operation and Union, was 
given the privilege of the floor. He outlined the 
steps by which the proposed Plan of Union with 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., had been drawn 
up and submitted for study, and also how the 
paper of Major Wells had originated. 


Dr. Robert King, also a member of the Perma- 
nent Committee, said the Plan of Union had been 
“accepted” as a basis of study but that it had not 
been “‘approved’’ by the whole Committee. 


The minority report was defeated, and the re- 
commendation of the Standing Committee, answer- 
ing Overture 31 in the negative, was adopted. 


The Report of the Standing Committee on For- 
eign Relations as a whole was adopted. An ab- 
stract follows: 


Federal Council Of Churches 
Of Christ In America 


1. That the report of the representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America be received as information. 


2. In answer to Overtures 22-27, from the Pres- 
byteries of Mangum, Augusta, Kings Mountain, 
Enoree, Durant and Montgomery, with regard to 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Ame- 
rica, we recommend: That the General Assembly 
answer these overtures in the negative, because it 
is unwise to agitate this matter further during the 
period of war; but at the same time that this Gen- 
eral Assembly register its judgment that because 
of wide difference of opinion in our Church, and 
the vital importance of this question, the General 
Assembly should submit it to the Presbyteries after 
the close of the war. 


Co-operation And Union 


1. We recommend that the Report of the Per- 
manent Committee on Co-operation and Union be 
received as information. 


2. In answer to Overture 28, from St. Louis 
Presbytery, in regard to co-operation and union 
with all evangelical bodies, we do not deem it 
wise at this time to go beyond the action of the 
1940 Assembly which instructed the Committee on 
Co-operation and Union “to continue to explore 


and search in suitable ways'and means of bring- 
ing into one body all the branches of our ereaby- 
terian family.”’ (Page 67). 


3. In answer to Overture 29 from St. John’s 
Presbytery, in regard to union with the United 
Presbyterian Church and the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, we recommend that the Per. 
manent Committee on Co-operation and Union be 
instructed to give special consideration to union 
with these Churches, while continuing its consider- 
7 of union with the Presbyterian Church, 


4. We recommend that Overture 30, from the 
Presbytery of North Alabama, in regard to dis- 
continuing the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union, be answered in the negative. 


5. We recommend that Overture 31, from the 
Presbytery of Asheville, in regard to sending down 
to the Church the paper of Major W. Calvin Wells, 
be answered in the negative, in view of the fact 
that it should not be the policy of the Assembly 
to disseminate in its own name individual opinions 
which are not official -minority reports; and be- 
cause we feel confident that full information on 
all sides of any question will be available to the 
Church through ordinary channels. 


6. We recommend that Overture 32, from the 
Presbytery of Macon, in regard to changing the 
name of the Standing Committee, be answered in 
the negative, although we concur in the desire for 
a more expressive name. 


Wm. V. Gardner, 


Rev. Walker B. Healey, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Standing Committee on Relig- 
ious Education and Publication. 


Rev. D. P. McGeachy, Jr., read the Report of 
the Standing Committee on Social and Moral 
Welfare. 


Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Chairman, presented 


the Report of the Standing Committee on Theo- 


logical Seminaries. In the report regret was ex- 
pressed ‘‘that the efforts looking to the Union of 
our Seminaries has been discontinued for the time 
being.”’ 


On Tuesday evening, Dr. J. M. Walker, Chair- 
man, presented the Report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on the Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers. 


In connection with this report it was announced 
that Dr. Henry Wade Dubose, of Montgomery, 
Ala., had accepted the office of President of the 
Training School and would take office on July 1. 
Dr. Dubose is one of the outstanding preachers 
and leaders of our Church. He took his college 
work at Vanderbilt University and his theological 
training at Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. He was at Versailles, Ky., 1910-14; 
Government Street Church, Mobile, Ala., 1914-19; 
First Church, Danville, Va., 1919-22; First Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C., 1922-37; Highland Church, 
Dallas, Tex., 1987-42, when he was called to Mont- 
gomery, Ala. He brings to this work many fine 
gifts and a real interest in this work. 


The Assembly adjourned to meet in Montreat, 
N. C., on the 24th day of May, 1945, at 7:30 P.M. 
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The Church Today - Its Need 


Being the Retiring Moderator’s Sermon and preached at the opening of the eighty- 
fourth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, convened 
in Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, N. C., Thursday evening, May 25, 1944, at 


7:30 o'clock. 


By Rev. Donald W. Richardson, D.D. 


Instead of taking a specific text and trying to 
give an exposition of the meaning of its partic- 
ular words, I remind you of three separate say- 
ings of Christ, spoken on different occasions: ‘‘Be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1); 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 


that which was lost’? (Lk. 19:10); “‘As the Father 


hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). 
These words of our Lord, though taken from dif- 
ferent contexts, suggest a connected train of 


thought. If interpreted in the light of their sep- 


arate settings, they reveal some of the foundation 
truths, the fundamental principles of the Christian 
Faith. 


On June 29, 1776, the Virginia Convention, 
meeting at Williamsburg, adopted a Declaration of 
Rights, written by George Mason. One statement 
in that Declaration was of such lasting significance 
that it was incorporated in the Bill of Rights of 
certain neighboring states. That statement declares 
that: “No free government, or the blessings of 
liberty, can be preserved to any people, but... by 
a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.” 
Today the liberty of individuals is very largely a 
thing of the past in the major part of the world 
because of man’s failure to insist upon a frequent 
recurrence to fundamental principles. We are liv- 
ing in a period when the fundamentals in the realm 
of religion, and of philosophy, and of government 
cry to be re-established. 


In the Christian religion also there are funda- 
mental principles, there are basic beliefs. There is 
an unchanging content in Christian thought which 
is independent of every current philosophy, every 
scientific theory, political policy, educational me- 
thod, and social practice. And we preserve our 
faith in its purity and in its power only by a fre- 
quent recurrence to these fundamental principles. 


The world today is in transition. We have come 
to the end of an age; and are entering upon a 
strange new period, into the dark mysteriousness 
of which no human eye can see. It is not only one 
nation, one race, one section of humanity that is 
in the cauldron of confusion, and in the terrible 
crucible of God’s judgment. The whole world is 
shaken to its very foundations. The very heart of 
humanity is being crushed. Thrones and empires, 
ideals, values and institutions have collapsed or 
been cast aside; and have left behind them only 
ruins as reminders of their former greatness. Re- 
cently President Roosevelt, speaking of the func- 
tion of the Christian Church in the tragic world 
of today, said: “In these days of struggle, which 
try every soul and every institution, and every 
tradition, we are in desperate need of a light that 
is not of man. May God grant that the Church will 
not fail in providing the light in our spiritual 
darkness. For if we lack spiritual guidance for 
our immediate problems and set our feet in con- 
sequence upon obscure ways, our children shall 
wander for long years in a moral wilderness.” 


If the Church of Christ is to function as a light 
in the spiritual confusion and moral darkness of 
the contemporary world, the Church must con- 
centrate upon those things which are of supreme 
importance. Those of us who make up the member- 
ship of the Church must recapture the conviction 
that this Church of Christ, of which we are a part, 
is not simply another human organization. It is a 
divine institution—divine in its origin, divine in 
its purpose, divine in the power which is at the 
disposal of its faith. When Christ was on the 
earth in the days of His flesh He wrote no books; 
He painted no pictures; He composed no hymns 
and anthems and oratorios. He erected no great 
educational inst?tutions; He organized no societies 
for the discussion of social and economic and po- 
litical problems; He created no continuing finan- 
cial endowments; He advocated no change in the 
contemporary forms of government. All of these 
things would come with the growing and expand- 
ing life and work of His: followers. 


Christ came to seek and to save the lost. It was 
for this that He died and rose again. And for this 
purpose He established His Church and commis- 
sioned that Church to carry on in the world the 
things which He ‘‘began both to do and to teach.” 
Christ is the Light of the world; and the Church is 
the medium through which the world’s light shines 
out upon and illuminates the world’s darkness. As 
Christians our supreme responsibility is not to the 
world but to the Church. It is not primarily our 
task to try to hold civilization together, nor to 
preserve and perpetuate any particular form of 
government or organization of society. As Chris- 
tians we point men and women to infinite ends 
rather than to finite earthly goals. Man’s true 
hopes and final destiny lie not within the present 
order but in the promised City of God, which is 
being built up through all the destruction and 
ruins of human kingdoms and civilizations and 
cultures by the irresistible power of Divine pur- 


pose. 


Our supreme responsibility is to see that the 
Church of Christ is established and strengthened 


and spiritually enriched all around the world, in - 


order that the devil and all his works may be de- 
stroyed and that God may be glorified. In carry- 
ing out this great commission, we do not look to 
political powers with their plans and programs 


and nolicies. Our dependence is upon the purpose 


and the power of the eternal and omnipotent God, 
who “doeth according to His will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can stay His hand or say unto Him, 
What doest Thou.” 


1. The Church Today Needs A New 
Confidence In The Greatness And 
The Goodness Of God. 


He alone is able to oppose and overcome the 
principalities, the powers and world-rulers of this 
present darkness. “Believe in God,” said Christ. 
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In the ritual of the Church we repeat the words, 
“I believe in God the Father Almighty.”’ But some 
of the greatest words in our language have lost 
much of their meaning because of our over- 
familiarity with them and our misuse of them. 
This is true of the word ‘“God.’”’ We make it a 
meaningless symbol. We use His name, and there 
is no sense of wonder and awe and holy reverence. 
Like the Jews of the Old Testament, we have put 
our confidence in the “farm of flesh.’”’ We have be- 
lieved the word of man rather than the word of 
God. We have forgotten that ‘‘all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: but 
the word of the Lord abideth forever.’”’ We need 
to recover that conception of God which we find 
in the Bible and in the life of Jesus Christ, that 
sense of God which was dimly present in our own 
experience when first we came to know the Lord, 
and when there was a light on life such as there 
never was before or since on land or sea. If we 
could recapture this lost awareness of God, then 
God would no longer be the Great Unknown, deal- 
ing only with the mysterious, uncharted and un- 
explored areas of life. He would become real, and 
remain for every one of us the greatest living per- 
sonality and power of all our daily experience. 


“Believe in God.’’ This word is needed today; 
for our neglect of God is one of the characteristic 
sins of our age. We have drifted into a philosophy 
of religion which fixes our attention on humanity 
rather than on Deity, which places all the emphasis 
on work and leaves little room for worship. In his 
“Essay on Man,”’ Alexander Pope says: 


“Know then thyself, presume not God to scan, 
The proper study of mankind is man.” 


Karl Barth comes much nearer the truth when he 
tells us that the relation of God to man, or of 
man to God, is the theme of the Bible and the 
sum of philosophy. That also is only partly true. 
The Bible has very much to say about the relation 
of man to man. We need, however, to be reminded 
that God is still on the throne of the universe. He 
has not laid aside the scepter of His dominion, nor 
abandoned His power to another. No success in 
the battlefields of land and air and ocean, no 
schemes of post-war planning, no political power 
can afford a sure basis of hope unless we lay our 
foundations deep in an unshakable faith in God. 
The sequences of history are in the hands of God. 
He moves steadily onward, breaking to pieces the 
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the gold 


of godless earthly powers; and making all alike. 


a the chaff and dust of the summer’s threshing 
oor. 


We have wandered away from God. We have 
followed a manner of life which is confined to 
the natural order of things, which knows only ma- 
terial values and leaves no room for God and a 
great realm of spiritual realities. The tragic result 
is that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men ... because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified Him not as God ... but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise they 
became fools ... And as they did not like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are 
not convenient ... who knowing the judgment of 
God, that they which commit such things are 
worthy of death, not only do the same, but have 


pleasure in them that do them.” 


When Adoniram Judson had learned the lan- 
guage of the Burmese people, he wrote and dis- 
tributed among them one of the great missionary 
tracts of the last century. It was entitled “A View 
Of The Christian Religion.’”’ The opening sentence 
of this tract reads: ‘“‘There is one Being who exists 
eternally; who is exempt from disease, old age, 
and death; who was, and is, and ever will be, with- 
out beginning and without end.’’ That is one of 
the fundamental principles of the Christian re. 
ligion. From everlasting to everlasting God is the 
same. His purpose does not change. His power 
does not weaken. During the first World War 
there was held in Washington a meeting of the 
war-time Commission of the Churches. One of the 
speakers at that meeting, who had just returned 
from France, spoke of the fact that the favorite 
hymn of the English-speaking soldiers from all 
lands was that hymn which begins with the words, 
“‘Abide with me.’”? He said that the words in that 
hymn which stood out most clearly and fixed them- 
selves most indelibly upon the minds of the men 
in the midst of battle were these: “Change and 
decay in all around I see: O Thou who changest 
not, abide with me.’’ We thank God that He 
changes not. Time with its ever moving current 
sweeps on, bringing unceasing change; but our 
faith is built on One who was and is, and ever 
shall be, without beginning and without end. 


“O God, the rock of ages, , 
Who evermore hast been, 
What time the tempest rages, 

Our dwelling place serene; 


“Before Thy first creations, 
O Lord, the same as now, 
To endless generations 
The everlasting Thou.” 


The divinely revealed knowledge of God must 
be unburied from the rubbish heaps of the decades 
that are just behind us. It must be exhumed from 
the dust of the unbelieving books of yesterday; 


and made a transforming power, a living force, 


expressed in the language and life of faith today. 
If this be done, then our spiritual deserts can be 
made to blossom like the rose; and the wastelands 
of the Church will become again a land flowing 
with milk and honey of God’s gospel. Then we 
shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace. 


2. The Church Today Needs A New 

Conviction Concerning Christ As 

Son Of God, And The One And 
Only Saviour Of The Lost. 


“Believe also in me.’ The incarnation of the 
Son of God by the way of the virgin birth; His 
sinless living, vicarious dying, victorious resur- 
rection, and promised return—this is one of the 
fundamental principles of the Christian Faith. 
Without controversy great is the mystery of god- 
liness, the divine truth of our religion: “‘God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the nations, believed on 
in the world, and taken up to glory.” In Him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
In Him are hid all the rich treasures of divine 
grace and knowledge. He is “the same yesterday 
and today and forever.’’ Of course those words do 
not mean that He is just the same to any one of 
us today that He was yesterday. In one of his 
writings Dr. Robert E. Speer emphasizes the fact 


h 
0 
a 

t 
tc 
hi 
T 
B 
SI 
al 
CC 

T 
C} 
st 
re 
N 
Je 
th 

h 
hi 
th 

th 
tr: 
S10 
dit 
Sa 
kn 
: 
hu 
fo) 
he 
me 

ha 
wi 

fo 
lig 
wh 
tra 
Go 
life 
ete 
are 


ist 
es 
y; 
be 
ds 
ng 
we 


July 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 


that if Christ was what the New Testament 
teaches Him to be, and what we believe Him to 
be, He cannot be just the same to us from day to 
day. As we grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as we move 
forward and upward into perfect manhood and 
womanhood, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ, He means increasingly 
more to us day by day. If we are truly Christians, 
then in our OWn experience Christ means much 
more to us today than He did yesterday or the 
day before. Yet Christ himself does not change. 
Everything else may shift and change and pass 
away, but Christ remains—unchanged and un- 
changing, the sure foundation of our faith. 


“Built on a rock the Church doth stand, 
Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in every land, 
Bells are still pealing and calling.” 


Temples and spires and pagodas and minarets 
have fallen and will continue to fall. But the bells 
of the Church around the world continue to peal 
and call because the Church is built upon the un- 
shakable Rock of the Ages. What Christ was in 
the days of His flesh, He was yesterday, and He is 
today. The facts of history do not change. What 
happened in Bethlehem and on Calvary happened. 
The words that were spoken on the Mount of 
Beatitudes and on the Mount of Olives were 
spoken. And whatever may be the findings of 
New Testament criticism in the years that lie 
ahead of us, we may be assured that those findings 
will leave us with the fact of Christ and the facts 
concerning. Christ more firmly established than 
ever. 


It has been thought by some that the New 
Testament picture of Jesus is overdrawn; that 
Christian faith and love have written into the 
story of His life what was not there in historic 
reality. It is more probable, however, that the 
New Testament picture of Jesus is underdrawn. 
Jesus being what He was and is, it was inevitable 
that His picture should be underdrawn. When 
human faith and hope and love have said the 
highest words that can be. said about Him, lo, 
these are but the outskirts of His ways, and how 
small a whisper do we hear of Him. This Christ of 
the New Testament and of the historic Christian 
tradition cannot be measured in human dimen- 
sions. He is greater than all our gospels and tra- 
ditions and stories concerning Him. He is our 
Saviour and our God. He claims that He alone 
knows God and that He alone can reveal God. He 
says that all the restlessness and waywardness of 
humanity is due to its alienation from God. There- 
fore, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’”? Come unto 
me, and I will show you God. Come unto me, and 
I will bring you to the Father; and when you 
have found your God and Father, then your heart 
will find its rest. 


Believe in Christ! He is not simply an example 
for life. He is not merely another teacher of re- 
ligion, or of social ethics. He is the Son of God, 
who came to seek and to save the lost. Into the 
tragic sinfulness of man the Suffering Servant of 
God comes; and brings a new hope, and an eternal 
life which begins in time and reaches out into 
eternity. In our contemporary history there are 
godless rulers who would rid society of those who 
are unfit to survive. They believe in the Survival 


of the Fit. Recrudescent barbarism may take hold 
of those whom it deems unfit to survive, and kill 
them and cast them out. But Jesus Christ comes, 
and bending over the unfit with a great love-light 
in His eyes, He says: “You are the very ones I 
want, for I am come to seek and .to save those 
who are unfit to survive.’”’ The Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save the lost; and today He is able 
to save unto the uttermost all them that draw 
near unto God through Him. He breaks the power 
of sin and sets the prisoner free. 


In the last act of his play which is entitled ‘“The 
Trial Of Jésus,” John Masefield represents a con- 
versation taking place between Pilate’s wife and 
the Roman centurion who had charge of the cruci- 
fixion of Christ. In the closing words of the con- 
versation the woman asks the soldier if Christ is 
dead. ‘‘No, lady,’’ the Roman replied, ‘“‘He is not 
dead.”’ “Then where is He?” she asks with a look 
of mingled grief and terror, ‘“‘Where is He?” “Let 
loose in the world, lady, where neither Roman nor 
Jew can stop His truth,” the centurion replies, 
and goes off the stage. The woman, left behind, 
says with a great sadness: “Let loose in the dark 
night, with no friend; alone!” But she was etern- 
ally wrong. Christ is not let loose in the dark 
night. He is not without friends; and He is not 
alone. The Roman centurion saw deeper. This 
Christ of the ages is let loose in the world, where 
neither Jew. nor Roman, man nor demon can ever 
stop the progress of His truth and power. He is 
the Eternal Contemporary, doing His saving work 
all around us in the world today; and ready to 
work upon the plastic material of your life and 
mine—if we will but let Him. Our religion is not 
a lifeless philosophy, but a living Person and a 
lifting power. The Christ whom we trust and 
worship is not a dead Christ, lying in a tomb 
upon which the Syrian stars look down, and to 
which devout pilgrimages may be made. He is the 
first and the last, and the living one. “I am He 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
forevermore; and I have the keys of death and of 
the grave.” 


3. The Church Today Needs A New 
Concern For The Lost Individuals 


And The Lost Society Around Us. 


“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost’”’; and “as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you.” The one and only hope for the mak- 
ing of better men, and the building of a better 
world, is for us to recapture the faith of the 
early church in the saving power of Christ. The 
Gospel of Christ is God’s way of saving the world. 
It is a mark of modern culture to believe that man 
can save himself. Men and women in the Church, 
and outside the Church, are busy holding confer- 
ences and forums, and writing books and making 
speeches, and drawing blueprints and formulating 
plans for the building of a better post-war world; 
and are taking no account of what the gospel of 
God has to say. 


The world today is a tragic and terrible picture 
of the result of man’s way of saving himself, and 
saving the world. The study of the Bible and of 
human history ought to convince the most 
stubborn-minded among us that a world of right- 
eousness and peace can never be built by mere 
political machinery, or ethical culture and educa- 
tional technique. The gospel does not save masses, 
multitudes and communities as such. It does not 
Christianize directly the social order. The grace 
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of God in Christ does Christianize individuals so 
that they will be Christian in all their relations to 
God, and also to their fellowmen. Only changed 
men and women can change the world. There is 
only one purpose that includes the whole world, 
with all its races and nations and colors and 
classes and conflicting interests. There is only one 
power that can bring all men together, and bind 
them into one true brotherhood. There is only one 
message that can solve all the problems of hu- 
manity and meet all the needs of the world. That 
purpose, that power, that message is found in the 
gospel of Christ; “for it is the power of God unto 
salvation,” salvation for the individual and salva- 
tion for society. Because of the havoc and ruin 
wrought by sin nothing less than the power of 
God unto salvation can meet the needs of man- 
kind. A righteous society is possible only when we 
have righteous men; and Christ alone can make 
righteous men. Man cannot save himself; but if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 


To us who make up the membership of the 
Church God has given this gospel to carry to 
others. The Church and the individual Christian 
are to carry on in the world the things which 
Christ began. The Church is to seek and to save 
the lost by bringing to them the knowledge of 
God and His saving grace in Christ. To this task 
we are divinely commissioned; and to this task 
we must unreservedly commit ourselves, if we 
would glorify God and finish the work He has 
given us to do. There is a fine old Irish proverb 
which says that ‘‘God loves to be helped.”’ Christ 
has conferred upon us the high honor of being 
fellow-workers with Him in the saving of the lost. 
Surely there was no irreverence in the mind of 
the poet when she represented old Antonio Stra- 
divarius, the maker of the famous violins, as 
saying: 


work is mine, 

And, heresy or not, if my hand slacked 

I should rob God... 

Leaving a blank instead of violins. 

I say, not God Himself can make man’s best 
Without best men to help Him... 

. . . He could not make 

Antonio Stradivari’s violins 

Without Antonio... ” 


God works through human agents; and He cannot 
do your best, without your best to help Him. 


People today are tormented and confused by 
the tragic events of contemporary history. These 
events are making shipwreck of their dearest 
dreams and hopes and beliefs. They are left rud- 
derless and anchorless in a raging, stormy sea. 
The Church cannot be true to her mission and her 
gospel and speak to these people in vague mean- 
ingless generalities. To us, who make up the 
Church, God has given the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion; to-wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself ... “For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him.” The 
Christ of the New Testament, the Christ of his- 
tory and the Christ of the Church is still looking 
down from the cross of Calvary. After the passion 
of two thousand years, He is still waiting to see of 
the travail of His soul and be satisfied. Within us, 
and in every bit of the broken wreckage and ruin 
of humanity around us, there is that which only 
the Christ of the cross can do anything for. “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 


saved,’ is the Church’s unchanging message to 
those that are lost. 


“In looking through my tears one day, 
I caught a oeeree of Calvary: 
Beneath the cross there flowed a stream | 
Of grace enough for me. 


Grace is flowing like a river; 
Millions there have been supplied; 
Still it flows as fresh as ever 
From the Saviour’s wounded side.’’ 


Now what I have been trying to say may be 


summed up very simply: The blessings of our holy 


religion, in its purity and in its saving power, can 
be preserved only by a frequent recurrence to 
fundamental principles. Whatever else the Church 
may do in the service of humanity, it can be no 
substitute for the proclamation of the gospel of 
the forgiveness of sin, by the free gift of God’s 
grace, through the cross and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. She may be interested in all the 
problems of the hour and give all her substance 
to the support of good causes, but if she speak 
not of sin, of man’s helplessness, and of the free 
grace of God in Christ, it shall profit her nothing. 


“Believe in God, believe also in me.” “*The Son 
of Man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost.”’ “‘As the Father hath sent me even so send 
I you.”’ These words of Christ are true today and 
will remain true to the end of time. And the 
Church of our generation needs ministers who 
will stand up in their pulpits and open their 
mouths boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel—ministers whose messages concerning God 
and Christ and man and sin and salvation will 
carry home to the hearts and minds of their 
hearers, because that message is based upon the 
word of God and has been found true in their 


~ own experience. But the Church needs more than 


this. It needs a multitude of men and women in 
its membership, who have never been ordained 
and set apart by the laying on of any human 
hands, but who have been born again, who are 


truly the children of God in Christ; and who by. 


God’s grace are willing to live the Christian faith, 
— the Christian witness, and do the Christian 
work. 


The fiftieth anniversary sermon by Dr. C. T. 
Caldwell, D.D., published in this issue will be 
available in booklet form, art covers, at 5 cents 
each or four dollars per hundred, postpaid. 


ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS 


Please examine your address label and see if 
your subscription is in arrears. If so it will help 
us greatly if you will send in your renewal imme- 
diately. It may be that yours was a gift from 
some friend and you may not want to renew. We 
will appreciate hearing from you so that your 
wishes may be carried out. We do not want to 
stop the subscription of anyone who desires to 
have The Journal. On the other hand we do not 
want to send it to anyone who does not want it. 
Where can you get so much good reading for one 
dollar per year? Last year we gave our readers 
over two hundred and eighty pages of solid read- 
ing matter. Tell your friends about The Journal. 
Six subscriptions for five dollars. Why not invest 


in six copies for your Young People’s Organiza- 


tion? 
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Is Organic Union Of The Presbyterian Churches 
To Be Disired? 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D.* 


The two great branches of the Presbyterian 
Church have been wrestling with the question of 
organic union for a half century, and yet seem 


quite as far from a settlement as they were when 


the discussion began. They have been honest about 
this business, I am sure. Each church has approach- 
ed the suggestion of closer relationships with an 
open mind, time and again. They have met in 
friendly fashion, with mutual challenge for gener- 
osity and fair dealing. During all these years no 
storm has arisen to disturb a placid sea. 


And yet they have not arrived at a desired 
haven, where their ships may find a common an- 
chorage. We wonder why. 


The reason is that neither Church has yet dis- 
covered what the other means by the term, “or- 
ganic union.”’ Otherwise, it would have been a silly 
performance indeed, for two great bodies of sen- 


sible men to haggle for a half-century over a plain — 


proposition. There is evidently some determining 
cause back of the terms used that has not as yet 
been brought to light. Unless there is such a cause, 
Presbyterianism may be likened to children sitting 
in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, and 
saying: ‘‘We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned unto you and ye have 
not lamented.” | 


With this in mind, I am proposing herewith a 
thesis, which may answer the question, at least in 
part. It is that these churches, while using the 
same language in this historic correspondence, are 
talking about two entirely different things. 


In the North the mind pursues its object by 
means of organization. That characteristic was de- 
veloped in the early struggle for existence. It is 
observed in business, in politics, in government. 
To the mind of the man living north of the Ohio 
River, generally speaking, a perfect organization 
spells success. The result has been the erection of 
great business enterprises and consolidation of 
parties in the field of politics, such as is found no- 
where else: The mind of the man in the South is, 
generally speaking, meditative. His living has 
come, in the main, directly from the soil. Living 
has been easier for him. For that reason the Caro- 
lina mind, for instance, differs somewhat from the 
New England mind. 


Now when we take this characteristic into the 
sphere of religion, we find that it runs true to 
form. In the North the emphasis is laid upon 
church administration; in the South, it is laid upon 
doctrine. Therefore, when Southern Presbyterians 
speak of organic union, they are talking about a 
unity in belief; whereas, in the North, in discuss- 
ing the same subject, the thought in mind is com- 
munity in government. The development of this 
different emphasis may be discovered in a brief 
review of the history of Presbyterianism reaching 
back through a century and a quarter. i 


By the close of the Eighteenth Century, the 
Presbyterian Church found that it was facing 


what seemed to be an impossible task, as it sur- 
veyed the growing cities and communities of the 
Middle West. It saw that churches would have to 
be -built as the population advanced its frontier 
beyond the Allegheny Mountains. Therefore, the 
calls for missionaries and for money were press- . 
ing. The Presbyterian Church also discovered that 
it was not alone in this consciousness of inadequate 
means for the discharge of its multiplying duties. 
The Congregational Church, its near _ neighbor, 
was also under a like burden. Out of this mutual 
need a partnership was formed, known in history 
as “The Plan of Union.” 


It was in 1801 that “The Plan of Union” was 
effected, and for more than thirty years these sis- 
ter churches were united in their endeavor to 
overtake the growing West with the message of 
the Gospel. It was discovered, however, that in 
the main, Congregational and Presbyterian home 
missionaries were not emphasizing the same prin- 
ciple in preaching the Gospel. The Congregational 
ministers were from New England and were fol- 
lowers of what is known as the New Haven The- 
ology. The Presbyterian ministers were, largely, 
from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and were ex- 
ponents of what is known as the Princeton The- 
ology. The theology of Princeton found its center 
in certain principles that were considered essen- 
tial to the conversion of the individual and the 
spiritual building of the Church. The New Eng- 
land theologians, the trainers of Congregational 
missionaries, were not inclined to consider seri- 
ously the principles that were dear to the Presby- 
terian Church. Friction grew between the two 
schools of thought which culminated in the sever- 
ing of the relationship in the year 1837. Out of 
that disturbance grew two parties in the Presby- 
terian Church known as the “New School” and 
the School.’’? The “New School” section ad- 
hered to the New England system, the “Old School’’ 
stoutly defending the more strictly Calvinistic po- 
sition. Within a few months the two _ sections 
within the Presbyterian Church divided, forming 
two distinct Presbyterian bodies, with names as 
above. 


The Civil War came on with the result that in 
its opening year the synods of the South were 
forced to withdraw from the Old School body. 
This excision was caused by the Southern con- 
stituency insisting that the bond of fellowship 
should be belief rather than the dictates of an ad- 
ministrative body, either within or without the 
Church. From that year to the present, the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church has remained an au- 
tonomous body. 


Immediately upon the close of the war, the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., facing increased re- 
sponsibilities, and with a depleted membership, 
owing to the loss of the Southern synods, united 
within two years with the New School Presbyte- 
rian Church. This union was upon the basis of a 
common administration, the question of doctrine 
being entirely in eclipse. It is, therefore, seen 
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that within ten years the great Presbyterian 
Church had indicated willingness to surrender the 
greater principle (that of doctrine) for the less 
(that of government). To it the system of govern- 
ment had become of more importance than the 
system of belief. The effect has been that today 
the major idea in the mind of the Church is union 
on the ground of polity rather than of the prin- 
ciples of the interpretation of the Word of God. 


That which was feared by Dr. Hodge and other 
conservative leaders in the Presbyterian Church 
happened, as a result of the union between the 
New School and Old School Churches. From the 
day of the union until the present, New School 
Theology has been a disturbing factor in the 


ranks of that church. For instance, Union Theo-. 


logical Seminary, New York, was a New School 
seminary. This institution was taken into the Pres- 
byterian Church without any requirement being 
made that it change its position in theology. This 
accounts for the historic lack of harmony in the 
Presbyterian Church in the East. More than that, 
every New School seminary became a center of 
theological ferment. Out of these hotbeds influ- 
ences inimical to the traditions of Presbyterianism 
have reached the remotest bounds of the Church. 


Since the union with the New School, the Pres- 
byterian Church has acted consistently with the 
stand taken in 1866. For instance; it absorbed the 
Cumberland Church in the early years of the 
Twentieth Century. Calvinism was not the system 
of the Cumberland Church. Had that been the 
case, there never would have been a Cumberland 
Church. The break in 1816, which resulted in 
their separation from the Mother Church, was 
wholly on doctrinal grounds. This new Church 
adopted, in large measure, the Arminian System 
of Theology. This is not said to disparage the rea- 
son for existence of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. It was a great body of earnest and indus- 
trious advocates of the Gospel. In the almost one 
hundred years of its history, it made no small con- 
tribution to the building of the Kingdom, partic- 
ularly in the Southwest. We are simply saying that 
when it united with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., the union was upon no theological basis 
whatever. The fact is, the last moderator of the 
Cumberland Assembly, Judge W. E. Settle, was 
made to believe that the union would be upon the 
adoption of Cumberland theology in toto. The 
point that we are undertaking to make here is that 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., gives no em- 
phasis to any form of belief when the hour for 
merging other denominations arrives. It is no won- 
der then that it proclaims its readiness to unite 


with any Protestant body upon a merely govern- 


mental basis. 


It may be asked, why not let all Presbyterian 
Churches unite in accord with the idea expressed 
above. The answer is, that while we might have 
consolidation in such a project as that, consolida- 
tion is in no sense union. Christianity is a doc- 
trine; it is an interpretation of the Christian story; 
it is the method by which an unsaved men dis- 
covers the meaning of Christ’s death. Therefore, 
the essential business of Christianity is to pro- 
claim a message of salvation. In other words, the 
atonement of Jesus Christ is the throbbing heart 
of the Church and a removal of that doctrine from 
the center of the life of the Church is destructive 
to the mission of Christianity. While in large mea- 
sure the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., promotes 
Christianity through that message, yet by the care- 


lessness of its actions for fifty years it has per- 
mitted many voices, hostile to this heart message, 
to be raised within its body. Therefore, the Pres- 
byterian Church is not at one on a basis of belief. 
The situation, as it is today within that body, 
justifies the answer that there is no organic union 
within the Presbyterian Church itself. Because of 


these variant voices there are various parties 


within the Church as divergent as theological poles 
can separate them. These divisions, running 
through the whole Church, affect the harmony of 
belief and action. It is true that the Presbyterian 
form of government is seen presiding over these 
various schools of thought, but even that effective 
administrative agency has never yet been able to 


coerce all the factions into a semblance of unity. 


Is this article prompted by hostility to the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A.? By no means. On the 
other hand, it is the finding of one whose high 
desire is for a fellowship that is above all agencies 
erected at the behest of those who have not yet 
caught the meaning of the words of our Lord 
when He prayed, ‘‘That they may all be one.”’ Our 
Lord was not praying for church union. He was 
praying that the hearts of all believers might be 
knit together. The schemes of men will never 
bring that about. ae 


Another question may be asked: Is _ Protes- 
tantism, then, a failure? By no means. The glory 
of Protestantism is unity in diversity. Presbyte- 
rians and Baptists and Lutherans and _ Episco- 
palians and Methodists and all other Protestant 
denominations are already one, in so far as they 
love a common Lord and strive together for bring- 
ing the message of His salvation to all people. 


For a worthy type of union the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church has always stood. The clouds of 
civil war had hardly disappeared when the Sov- 
thern Assembly announced itself ready for a re- 
union, provided such union could be brought about 
as would eventuate in a unity of belief and pur- 
pose. This was near accomplishment in 1882, and 


would have been effected within a year had it not 
been for the message to the Southern Assembly 
known as the “Herrick Johnson Rider.’”’ That mes- 
sage voiced an immeasurable mistrust, an un- 
willingness to treat for union except upon the 
ground of confession of the sin of schism on the 
part of the Southern brethren, with the implied 
accusation that the Southern Assembly was devoid 


of the spirit of truth or of honest dealing. In face = 


of that message, the Southern Assembly renewed 
the proposal for union, and immediately appointed 
delegates to confer with appointees from the Nor- 
thern Church with that in view. Throughout all 
the succeeding years, the Southern Church has 
held itself entirely ready to enter into a union 
that would be born of mutual trust, that would be 
upon a basis of common faith, and of interpreta- 
tion of the historic symbols of the Church, and 
that would give major place to the proclamation 
of the gospel of Christ. This is all that it has asked. 


Mere administrative arrangements will never pro- 


duce the form of union that is pleasing to the 
Master; and the Southern Assembly knows it. 


“Talladega, Ala. 
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The Verbal Inspiration of The Scriptures 


Being The Fiftieth Anniversary Sermon Of Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.* 


Jer. 1:9. “Then the Lord put forth His hand 
and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto 
me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.” 


The Lord touched Isaiah’s lips with a living 
coal of fire, symbolizing that power was given 
him to utter the words of the Lord. The Lord 
put forth His hand and touched his lips, giving 
him utterance. When He walked the earth, the 
same marvellous touch gave the power of speech 
to the dumb man of Decapolis. In the same 
manner the Lord, the author of all speech, He 
who spake as never man spake, puts forth His 
hand and touches the mouth of Jeremiah, places 
the very words of God in his mouth to deliver 
to His people, so that Jeremiah, who had just 
said that he could not speak, now cries out that 
the words of the Lord were as a fire, shut up in 
his bones, so that he must utter them. Therefore, 
looking at the central thought of the text, we see 
the plain statement that God inspired the very 
words that Jeremiah spake, and to this doctrine 
of the verbal inspiration of the Scripture as the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice I ask 
your attention. 


To state the doctrine; the Holy Spirit exerted 


‘such an influence upon the minds of selected men 


that they were guarded from any errors—wrote 
God’s messages infallibly—not only so but that 
as the Scriptures first came from the pens of man 
they were correct, inspired every word. 


There are those who make the claim that the 
Scriptures contain God’s word somewhere in them, 
but they disagree about the portions which are 
inspired. Thus the Scriptures cannot be said to 
be “the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 


the truth’ of God. Man may take them as a. 


whole but he cannot rely upon every portion of 
them. There is not enough inspiration in this 
theory to bother about. 


Then, there are others who claim that God in- 
pired the Bible, but that the thoughts only were 
inspired; that God gave to man the general idea; 
put in his mind the concepts and left him to his 
own will and pleasure as to the words in which to 
express them. Upon this what is called ‘‘ideal in- 
spiration”’ Dr. Chas. A. Briggs says: “The form is 
credible; the substance alone is infallible ... the 
inspiration therefore must lie back of the written 
letters and the uttered sounds and be sought in 
the concepts and the meaning they convey.” This 
sort of inspiration, if there is such, would not 
guarantee us infallibility, for man is left to do 
greater work in expressing the thought than in 
recelving it, and this must be done out of language 
filled with imperfections, leaving the way open to 
great error, not only through the ambiguity and 
Imperfections of language, but through the blun- 
dering judgment of man. Be a man ever so honest 
In his endeavors it would be only human for him 
to err. Besides this, numbers of messages were 
given them which they themselves did not and 
could not understand, and they would be sure to 
err in expressing these messages were not the 
words given to them. The prophets are represent- 
ed in 1 Peter 1:10-11 as studying the words they 
had written, trying to understand the thoughts 
which had been given to them in words. 


Peter said that he could hardly understand some 
things Paul wrote; and Paul himself could not 
understand some of his own communications, yet 
they were all conveyed to us by prophets and in- 
spired writers so that we find the Bible contains 
not a lot of trashy human opinions, but logical con- 
clusions, which are the word of God. How de- 
fective it would be had all the different writers 
of the Bible been left to their own human, clash- 
ing opinions as to the words they should use. 


But besides being a difficult thing, if not an 
impossibility to convey accurate thought without 
language, it is generally conceded by metaphysi- 
cians that the human mind only thinks in words 
or symbols. This fact is ably set forth in an article 
in the Presbyterian Quarterly, April, 1893, by Dr. 


-H. C. Alexander. In this article, which as a review 


of one by Professor Max Muller, who himself is 
the great champion of this claim, many of the 
world’s most celebrated psychologists and philolo- 
gists are cited, and their opinions are overwhelm- 
ingly agreed that words are the instruments of 
thought. Then, not only must the thought be 
conveyed from one person to another, from God 
to man, but God, in causing man to think thoughts, 
causes him to think words. Thus “human thought 
and language are strictly inseparable, being dif- 
ferent phases of one and the same thing. Then 
to predicate infallibility of the thought is to affirm 
the same of the very language.’ If then, the Bible 
be God’s thought, it must be God’s words, and if 
not His words, it is not His thought. And Dr. 
Alexander comes to the natural and logical con- 
clusion that he is “‘quite incapable even in imagina- 
tion of getting into the mental attitude of man who 
can assert and believe that any of the concepts 
contained in the Bible are inspired so as to be 
infallible, whils’t the words, in which it is conceded 
the thoughts are embodied and expressed, are left 
fallible and even false.” 


Therefore, to inspire the thought only would 
be to have properties without a substance in which 
to inhere; to have a hymn without words, a tune 
without notes, a sum without figures, a color 
without substance. The Bible is God’s thought 
but it is also God’s word from begining to end 
or it is not His word at all. As Dr. OUOtts puts it 
‘it is either God’s truth or it is man’s lie.” If 
false in one, it may be false in all words. A rail- 
road time-table with one figure or a word wrong is 
a dangerous thing to run a train by; a bank-note is 
not partly good and partly bad— it is either good, 
genuine, or it is conterfeit and worthless. And 
so the Bible as a whole, every chapter, verse and 
word, is on trial. Every individual word, so to 
speak, is under fire. Some have the fear that it 
may not escape unscathed. But that is only feeble 
faith. It has stood the fire and storms of all 
centuries and today shines forth with more bril- 
lianecy than ever and without the smell of fire—yes, 
there is a fire about it— a fire in it. Every word 
is a power-clad messenger from the blazing altar 
of God, telling of Jesus and His redeeming love, 
burning its way into the hearts of men. It is a 
tongue of fire, speaking the words of fire, and it 
shall never suffer loss. As fast as the old rugged 
cross stands on Calvary, clad in the blood of a 
glorious Saviour, so fast stands God’s every word. 
And Jesus Christ, to Whom all power in heaven 
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and earth is given, stands over it to defend it 
from the assults of men and devils while He says; 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words 
shall not pass away.” 


There is no difficulty about the possibility of 
verbal inspiration. God is a personal being and 
created man in His own image, a personal being. 
As such, God gave man language. Can He not 
use with man that speech which He gave him? Is 
God, who hath made both man and speech, un- 
able to speak to the speaker He has made? 


The Bible’s Own Claim 


The Bible is full of the broad claims to verbal 
inspiration from Genesis to Revelation. All the 
writers set up claims to it. Taking the division of 
the Old Testament which Christ Himself made— 
the Books of Moses, the Psalms and the Prophets 
—let us consult them and see what claims they 
make for their inspiration. We all agree that 
the Scriptures tell the truth, therefore they should 
tell the truth about themselves: In Exodus 4:10- 
12: ‘And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, 
I am not eloquent, neither heretofore nor since 
Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant; but I am slow 
of speech and of a slow tongue. And the Lord 
said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth, or 


who maketh the dumb or the seeing or the blind? 


Have not I, the Lord? So, therefore, go, and I 
will be with thy mouth and teach thee what thou 
shalt say. “I will be with thy mouth,’’ God says, 
not with His mind. His mind was cultivated 
enough after His experience in the college of the 
Pharaohs, and by his mother and His forty years 
of preparation; but God would be with his mouth, 
the organ, not of thought but of speech—words. 
As Dr. James H. Brooks says: “It does not con- 
cern us very much what Moses thought, but it con- 
cerns us for eternity what he says.”’ And over 550 
times in the books of Moses it is recorded that the 
“Lord said unto Moses,” giving the words. 


In the second division recognized by Christ, 
the same claim is made: II Samuel 23:2.—“‘The 
spirit of the Lord spake by me and His word was 
in my tongue.” Psalm 119:160:—‘Thy word is 
true from the beginning,’’ or ‘‘from the first word.’’ 


Coming to the third division, the Prophets, there 
is the emphatic statement by them that God gave 
them His words: Daniel 10:16 says that the Lord 
touched the lips of oe so that he spake the 
words of God. 


Hosea begins: ‘“‘The word of the Lord come unto 
Hosea.”’ 


Joel begins: “The word of the Lord that came 
to Joel—hear this.’’ 


Amos says: “Thus saith the Lord’’ five times in 
the first short chapter. 


Obadiah first verse says; ‘“‘Thus saith the Lord.”’ 


Jonah 1:1; “Now the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah, saying,” giving God’s words. 


Micah 1:1; “The word of the Lord that came 
to Micah—hear all ye people—hearken, O earth.”’’ 


Nahum, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi all set up this verbal claim. 


Reverting to Isaiah, his lips were so cleansed 
that he spake as God directed. Ezekiel says “The 
word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel... 
and thou shalt speak my words unto them.” And 
though Jeremiah tried to excuse himself to God, 
saying that he was a child and could not speak, 
the Lord put forth His hand and so touched his 
lips that the once timid Jeremiah came forth 
boldly and thundered over 180 times into the ears 
of the people “Thus saith the Lord.” If all this 
proves anything, it proves that the prophets spake 
not their own words but the words of God. 


The New eaiens..what does it say about in- 
spiration? What stronger claim can there be 
than that of Matthew 10:20: “It is not ye that 
speak but the spirit of your Father, which speaketh 
in you.” 


Mark 13:11: “It is not ye that speak but the 
Holy Spirit.” | 


Luke 12:12; “The Holy Ghost shall teach you 


in the same hour what you ought to say.”’ 


These promises certainly had reference to the 
words they should speak. They were not to sit down 
and compose their message, but God was with 
their mouths, literally. No difficuities now such 
as impediments of speech, slowness of utterance, 
lisping, stammering tongues. What must it have 
been to have heard these oracles of God with their 
absolute purity of speech, words of God, voices of 
love, and their tongues of fire! 


In Acts 2:4 are these words; ‘‘And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
He gave them language in unkown tongues. Could 
He have given it in any other way but words? 
Under the influence of the Spirit who gave the 
words to Peter, the vast mob was turned into a 
great congregation, moved and swayed by these 
words until they were unable to resist the Spirit’s 
utterance and cried out ‘‘Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?”’ 


Paul says that he spake ‘“‘Not the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth.”” He makes this argument very plain in 
Galatians 3-16, alluding to the promise made to 
Abraham that in his seed should all the nations 
of the earth be blessed. He says that the promise 
was “‘not to seeds, as of many, but as of one, and 
to thy seed, which is Christ’? —a difference in our 
language only of one letter. Verily, every jot and 
tittle is God-given. 


This truth is directly asserted in II Timothy, 
3:16:—“All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine.”’ There ought 
to be no doubt about this passage. Dr. Young, 


author of the Analytical Concordance translates © 


it: “Every writing is God-breathed and is profitable 
for doctrine.’”’ To insert the word ‘‘is’” between 
the two Greek adjectives so closely connected by 
kai and make it read “Every Scripture given by 
inspiration of God is also profitable for doctrine” 
would make Paul utter something silly. A mere 
truism. No need of inspiration of any sort to say 
that. The question is not whether the writing is 
profitable—we know that it is—but whether it is 
God-breathed—that is, not drawn by the will of 
man for “prophecy came not in old-time by the 
will of man but holy men of God spake as they 
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were moved,” given utterance, words—by the Holy 
Ghost. 


It appears that Christ Himself did not speak 
His own words. Moses prophesying of Him says, 
Deut. 18:18:—‘“I will raise them up a prophet 
from among their brethren like unto thee and will 
put My words in His mouth.” John 3:34: “He 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God.”’ 
Christ Himself says, John 5:47: “If ye believe not 
his (Moses’) writings, how shall ye believe My 
words,” showing that both were inspired verbally. 


One step further: even the Spirit of God, He 
who inspired men, spake under direction. Can 
we go further? Can verbal inspiration climb 
higher? John 16:15—‘‘Howbeit, when He, the 
Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into 
all truth, for He shall not speak of Himself, but 
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak.” 


Verbal Inspiration! It is all in and through the 
word of God. Christ the Holy Spirit, prophets, 
apostles, all spake the same inspired messages, 
and even Balaam’s dumb beast, when God would 
use an instrument so humble to rebuke the re- 
creant prophet, was given and spake articulate 
words! Words, yea and to the utterer only words, 
for to the beast there was no concept back of them. 


God’s great love for His Only-Begotten Son 
demands that the words relating to His mission be 
inspired. This is not mere sentiment. The love 
which prompted the gift of His only Son to die 
that we might live eternally necessitates an ac- 
curate message—one that is clear and plain and 
certain, free from error, one that will not be mis- 
read or misinterpreted, and so cause Christ to 
lose one soul which God has given Him. It 
must be so. How careful our Heavenly Father 
must have been that the words of redemption 
should convey His exact message of infinite love 
for a lost child. His love for us measured by that 
dark scene on Calvary’s brow is too great to in- 
spire only the general idea. message from 
a loved one is prized, not only for the thought but 
for the words conveying it. How the very words 
are imbedded and held in memory. How we 
ponder and cling to them. - Tell me that I can 
put no confidence in the words of this letter from 
my sainted mother, or friend? Then if the words 
are not hers, I cannot believe the letter—it is 


worthless to me. But I know the handwriting and 


feel the pulsations of love within me, responding 
to the very words—this Book jis God’s message of 
salvation to me! Its words are the wonderful 
words of life. Upon them my soul depends. Tell 
me that it is not every word true, and you take 
hope from me and plunge me into deepest despair. 


The Bible is the Testimony of God. It alone 
tells me of Christ and my eternal salvation. In 
this salvation there are two elements—trust in 
Christ and belief in His word. These are neces- 
sary to man’s salvation. “Faith in Jesus Christ 
IS a Saving grace, whereby we receive and rest 
4’pon Him for salvation as He is offered to us in 
the Gospel.” I do trust in Christ, but I trust in 
Him only as He is offered to us in His word. My 
security is absolute, based upon His word to which 
He is bound by an immutable oath. Who would 
change a word of “The Lord is my Shepherd’’? 
Who would change a word of “Come unto Me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest’? Who would change one word of 


“Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in 
God, believe also in Me.’’?? Who would change one 
word of “I am the Ressurrection and the Life’? 


In accepting this view of the verbal inspiration 
of the Scriptures we accept the difficulties of ex- 
planation. But we face these difficulties every day 
—believing what we cannot explain: we are sure 
that we are free agents: we are also sure that 
over us is a sovereign God. Man’s free agency and 
God’s sovereignty square with each other in God’s 
sight, but transcend the power of man’s mind to 
explain them, and where-ever we come across 
these two great coordinate thoughts, we get into 
the same difficulty, believing what we cannot ex- 
plain. In Christ there are two natures—human and 
divine. Beyond explanation but not beyond our 
faith. In the Bible there is the human element 
and the divine. Beyond explanation but not be- 
yond faith. Christ, the Personal word; the Bible, 
the Impersonal. As we believe the one, so we 
trust the other. ‘“‘The Lord put forth His hand 
and touched my mouth and the Lord said unto 
me behold, I have put my words into thy mouth.” 
“Every word of God is pure.” ‘“Yea, let God be 
true but every man a liar.” “Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither shall 
ye diminish aught from it.” ‘God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this Book,’’ 
or “take away his part out of the Book of Life 
and out of the Holy City.” 


Thus ends the verbatim sermon I preached when 
I was licensed in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, April 
21, 1894, before Nashville Presbytery. I was ask- 
ed by a newspaper man if I had changed my views 
since then. During my fifty years I have seen 
many things pass away, but the best things remain 
and do not change. The law of gravitation hasn’t 
changed any, nor the law of light or heat or 
electricity. Chaos would result from any change in 
these laws. The moral law is more important than 
any. In religion we seek something that can be 
counted on to support us. We seek and find a 
great and infinite, eternal and unchangeable God, 
great enough for all man’s needs. We are attract- 
ed to Christ by the fact that He is “the same. 


yesterday, today and forever.” If not, we could 


not put our trust in Him. But all these assurances 
arise from the Word of God. If it is changeable, 
then Christ is. Back of every offer in our Chris- 
tian religion is the word of God. If it is unreli- 
able, we have nothing to stand on. Our assurance 
of salvation, the forgiveness of sins, the ressur- 
rection of the body, life everlasting, heaven, hell 
and judgment all rest upon the validity of God’s 
word. Let no man erect a question mark after a 
single word. On this solid foundation we build our 
hopes. All the consolations of God’s word rest 
upon the infallibility of His glorious message. 


“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word. 


The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul through all hell should endeavor to 
shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.” 


*Waco, Tex. 
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Evangelization At Our 
Back Door 


By Rev. Robt. D. Bedinger, D.D.* 


One group of American citizens in the South— 
the Negroes—sit at our back door. Socially, eco- 
nomically, politically, and religiously they occupy 
the background in the thinking and planning of 
most white people. We propose to consider only 
their religious status. 


Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson in his book, Presby- 
terian Missions In The Southern United States, 
has a striking chapter entitled “Early Wards Of 
The South -- The Negroes.” He develops it under 
four heads. The facts in this article are used with 
his permission. 


I. The Colonial South. { 


By 1776 one-fifth, or 500,000, of the colonial 
population was made up of Negroes. Little effort 
to Christianize them was manifested by the 
Churches—Episcopal, Baptist, Quaker, and Pres- 
byterian. Notable evangelistic zeal was shown by 
individuals like Samuel Davies, Todd, Wright, and 
Henry. The sad testimony of a writer of this pe- 
riod is: ‘“‘One thing is certain, that the Negroes of 
the country, a few only excepted, are to this day 
as great strangers to Christianity and as much 
under the influence of pagan darkness, idolatry 
and superstition, as they were at their first ar- 
rival from Africa.”’ 


II. The Ante-Bellum South. 


After the Revolutionary War, our ministers, 
led by Dr. Archibald Alexander and Dr. John Holt 
Rice, generally manifested deep concern for the 
evangelization of the Negroes. Rev. Charles Col- 
cock Jones gave the major portion of his ministry 
to successful missionary labors among them. Dr. 
John B. Adger gave twelve years of his noble life 
in preaching to them. 


Dr. John L. Girardeau, a man of great elo- 
quence, succeeded Dr. Adger in Charleston, S. C., 
attracting great crowds. The citizens of Charles- 
ton erected a new building, the main floor seating 
one thousand Negroes, and the balcony about two 
hundred and fifty white people. He declined sev- 
eral calls to exclusively white congregations and 
remained with his mixed group until the outbreak 
of war in 1861. 


There were also Negro Presbyterian mission-— 


aries, notably John Gloucester and George M. 
Erskine, both of Tennessee. Another was John 
Chavis, born in 1763 in Granville County, North 
Carolina. He was educated at Princeton by the 
white people of his county, excelling in Greek 
and Latin. The General Assembly, six successive 
years, appointed him a missionary to the Negroes 


of Virginia and North Carolina. Both Negroes and — 


whites heard him gladly. | 


In 1861 out of a population of four million 
Negroes only 500,000 held membership in the 
Protestant Churches of the South. Less than 14,- 
000 were Presbyterians, while 200,000 were Meth- 
odists, and the remainder mostly Baptists. It 
would appear that then as now Methodists and 
Baptists were more aggressively evangelistic than 
Presbyterians. But the most amazing fact is that 
after more than a century in America the greater 
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part of the Negroes still remained unevangelized, 


III. The War Time South. 


When our Church was organized in 1861 the 
General Assembly urged its Presbyteries to mis- 
sionary work both in Africa and among the Ne. 
groes in this land. By 1863 it was reported to the 
Assembly that more was being done for the gpir- 
itual interests of Negroes than at any other time. 


With the emancipation of the slaves and the 
end of the war a great change in relations took 
place. Independent Negro churches sprang up as 
if by magic. By 1873 it was reported to the Gen- 
eral Assembly that: ‘“‘the colored race as a body 
has. entirely separated itself from our influence 
and control.’”’ According to Dr. J. L. Wilson the 
Southern Presbyterian Church lost five thousand 
Negro members to the churches supported by 
Northern Presbyterians, who had begun mis- 
slonary work among the Negroes a short time 
after the war. The Northern Church offered a 
financial support, including church buildings, 
which the Southern Church, in its impoverished 
condition, could not give. It is likewise true that 
the Negroes preferred to worship to themselves 
in houses of their own rather than to sit in the 
galleries of white churches. They withdrew from 
white churches of all denominations. They wished 
to be free in the church as well as in the State. 
Dr. James Stacy in “The Presbyterian Church In 
Georgia”? maintains that “the white people were 
just as anxious to have them to themselves.’’ Lit- 
tle effort on the part of churches or Presbyteries 
was made to retain them. Only here and there 
due to strong personal attachments a few indi- 
ainsi pecs congregations clung to our particular 

urch. 


IV. The Modern South. 


While the Cumberland Presbyterians were or- 
ganizing their Negro adherents into an indepen- 


dent church and the Northern Presbyterians were 


taking over large numbers of the remaining 
Negro Presbyterians, our Church was halting be- 
tween opinions. First, we would retain Negro ad- 
herents within’ our fold. Next, we would form 
them into separate congregations under white ses- 
sions. Then, we would allow the branch organiza- 
tions to have Negro elders and deacons, with 
worthy Negro exhorters, but not ordained min- 
isters. Finally, a separate independent Negro 
Presbyterian Church was decided upon. It was too 
late. While we faltered, we lost our opportunity. 
Our constituency had melted away. 


For years Synods and Assemblies protested a 
solemn responsibility for the salvation of the 
Negro race. No gripping interest was manifested 
by the Church at large. As late as 1874 thirteen 
Presbyteries reported some progress towards 
Negro evangelization, but forty-four Presbyteries 
acknowledged that they were doing nothing. 
Nevertheless, some growth was registered. 


In 1876 the Presbytery of North and South 
Carolina, the first Negro Presbytery, was organ- 
ized. A year later another was formed in Texas. 
Then in 1891 followed Ethel in Mississippi, Cen- 
tral in Alabama, Zion in Louisiana. These five 
Presbyteries reported 56 Negro churches, 1,600 
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members, and 39 ministers, licentiates, and candi- 
dates. In 1910 they had grown to 69 churches and 
2,355 members. Today, thirty-three years later, 
there are four Presbyteries (Texas having dilis- 
appeared), 55 churches, 3,398 members, 47 min- 
isters, 2 licentiates and 3 candidates (including 
8 churches, 864 members and 6 ministers affiliated 
with white Presbyteries). 


In 1894 an effort was made to unite our forces 
with the Northern Presbyterians through a joint 
Board, with the control held by the Northern 
Church. Uur Church rejected this plan. Thus, the 
two Churches continued to evangelize in the same 
field. The inevitable result was that each year we 
lost one or more Negro churches to the Northern 
Church, which provided more adequate financial 
support. We lost further through the _ general 
exodus of Negroes to cities in the North. 


In 1898 the Assembly yielded to the growing 
desire of the Negroes for an independent Church 
and organized them into “The Synod of the 
Colored Presbyterian Church of the United States 
and Canada,”’ but the next year changed the name 
to “The Afro-American Presbyterian Church.” 
Moral and financial aid were promised. 


As an earnest of its desire to further the work 
among the Negroes the Assembly in 1891 had set 
up an Executive Committee of Colored Evangeli- 
zation with Dr. A. L. Phillips as Executive Secre- 
tary, who was succeeded by Dr. D. C. Lilly in 
1897. In 1903 Dr. J. G. Snedecor took charge. The 
Negro churches exhibited a slow growth, with very 
few reaching the goal of self-support. The organ- 
ization was independent in name only. The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church was not greatly con- 
cerned, evidenced by the meagre financial support 
given to the Committee of Colored Evangelization. 
It therefore ceased to function in 1911 and its 
work was placed with the Assembly’s Executive 
Committee of Home Missions, Dr. Snedecor con- 
tinuing as Superintendent until 1916. He was suc- 
ceeded by Dr. R. A. Brown in 1922, who served 
until his death in 19381. Lack of funds prevented 
the election of his successor until April, 1942. 


The Afro-American Synod failing to achieve 
financial independence became an integral part of 
the Southern Assembly in 1916 with its Presby- 
teries represented in the Assembly on the same 


_ basis as white Presbyteries. The name was later 


changed to Snedecor Memorial Synod. There is 
not one church that even approximates a self- 
supporting status. There is much work to be done 
at this point. 


Bright Spots. 


In spite of the gloomy picture of our efforts at 
Negro Evangelization there are a number of 
bright spots. There have always been, and always 
will be, missionary-minded individuals, truly inter- 
ested: in the eternal welfare of Negroes. There 
has always been, and ever will be, a Presbytery, 
or a Synod, or an Assembly, to keep vitally alive 
the spiritual needs of our “Brothers in Black.” 
The Assembly’s Executive Committee of Home 

Issions has never failed to urge, and to support 
as far as its inadequate funds permitted, the 
cause of Negro Evangelization. The Woman’s Aux- 
iliary has manifested its interest through large 
Birthday GiftS to equipment needs at Stillman 
Institute, through the organization of Conferences 
for Negro women in every Synod with an annual 


attendance of one thousand, and by placing a 
field worker, Miss Louise Miller, to labor among 
Negro women and girls. 


Institutional Missions in Louisville, Richmond, 
Atlanta and New Orleans have reached thousands 
of Negroes. The oldest and most notable is the 
one to which Dr. John Little has devoted his 
entire ministry of forty-five glorious years. His 
outstanding success is an illustration of what can 
be done when a life is completely dedicated to 
sacrificial missionary service for the Negroes. 


The crowning achievement of our Church in 
Negro Evangelization is revealed in the service 
rendered by Stillman Institute, founded in 1876 
by Dr. C. A. Stillman, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Tuscaloosa, Ala. It was named in his 
honor after his death in 1895. Originally designed 
to provide an educated ministry as the best means 
of evangelizing the Negroes, it became _ co- 
educational in 1922. It has finally developed into 
a valuable educational plant with a Junior College 
and Departments in Theology, Normal Teacher 
Training, Home Economics, Mechanical Arts, 
Nurse Training, and a _ well-equipped Hospital 
serving all Negroes in Tuscaloosa and the County. 


Its primary aim has ever been “to turn out 
Christian men and women who will be leaders in 
advancing the work of God among their own peo- 
ple.’”’ It welcomes and serves students of all de- 
nominations. Actually the Presbyterians have 
been relatively few. Thousands of young people 
have gone forth to exercise Christian influences 
in every walk of life. More than four hundred 
ministers have secured their training here and 
have served humanity in all the larger Negro de- 
nominations. 


In the Southern States there are today approxi- 
mately 10,000,000 Negroes. Every fifth person is 
a Negro. Nearly 5,000,000 of these do not belong 
to any church! Is there a challenge to us in this 
fact? Do we share with other denominations a re- 
sponsibility for these lost souls? Are we doing 
our best to discharge this responsibility? May 
each reader answer to his own conscience and to 
God! 


*Superintendent of Negro Work. 


TUCEERS OUT 
By Virginia Baker 


Published By The Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 75c. 


This little novel, designed for Juniors and Inter- 
mediates, will prove to be highly entertaining for 
these young people as they follow the Tucker 
family through their adventures of exposing a 
Nazi spy ring in Washington. Not only is it a 
clean, wholesome story, but it is also valuable for 
its Christian atmosphere. When Susan learns the 
story of the creation and the way of salvation 
from friends, the family is awakened to a new 
interest in spiritual things. This book is recom- 
mended as an interesting and uplifting novel. 


—Lucile Liddell. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster* 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S EMPHASIS FOR AUGUST 
Community 


When we used to hear the word “community” 
mentioned we always thought of our neighborhood 
or at the most of no more than the town in which 
we lived. But now the word “community” is on 
every tongue, and its meaning does not stop short 
of the ends of the earth. To be in the “know” in 
days to come we must know something about what 
people mean when they talk about “community.” 


Our committee at Richmond has handed us the 
one word “community” for our emphasis in Au- 
gust, and we are to break it down into several sec- 
tions in order to find out what “‘community’’ is, 
what it ought to be, and what we ought to do 
about it. 


August is a four-Sunday month, so let’s break 
the word up into four themes and study one each 
Sunday night. How about these? 


1. When Is A Community A True Community? 


2. What Are Some Of The Trouble Spots In Our 
Community? 


3. What Is UOur Christian Responsibility To Our 
Community? 


4. What Must We Do Toward Building A World 
Community? 


If we can come to understand the basic, funda- 
mental, Christian idea that underlies each of these 
four themes we will have a pretty good under- 


standing of what “‘community’”’ means and what 


we ought to do about it. 


I. When Is A Community A 


True Community? 


To most of us the word “‘community” refers to 
a group of people living in one place, either the 
immediate neighborhood or the town in which we 
live. Webster defines ‘“‘community”’ this way: “A 
group of people living in the same place under the 
same conditions.’”’? Now if you take a real quick 
look at that definition and pass on you will think 
it just about describes what you think about ‘‘com- 
munity.” But take another look to the words 
“under the same conditions.’”’ There’s the rub. 
Folks may live in the same place and yet not be 
under the same conditions. If two people are liv- 
ing together in the same house and one of them 
is a real Christian and the other is not they are 
living in the same place but not at all under the 
same conditions for they live with entirely different 
ambitions and desires in their hearts. Two families 
may live in the same neighborhood, but one lives 
on $3,000 a year while the other lives on $6,000, 
they are in the same neighborhood but not under 
the same conditions. In many places white people 
live on one side of the street while Negroes live 
on the other, they live in the same place but not 
under same conditions. We may have folks living 


together in the same locality, but we do not have 
real “community” until those who live in the same 
place live under the same conditions inside in their 
hearts and outside in their surroundings. Where 
then can we find a true community? 


a. A Scripture Lesson: 


Acts 2:41-47. 


1. Spiritual Unity: Verse 40-43. (a) By hearing 
the Word of God. Verse 40. (b) By confessing 
Christ in baptism. Verse 41. (c) By participation 
in the program of church?’ Verse 42. (d) By wit- 
nessing to outside world. Verse 43. 


2. Mutual Sharing: Verse 44-45. (a) Willingly 
in love. Verse 44. (b) Sacrificially according to 
need. Verse 45. 


3. Simple Fellowship: Verse 46. With joy—in 
the temple and in the home. 


4, Practical Respect: Verse 47. Having favor 
with all men means they lived the kind of life that 


- made them respected by all in and out of the 


church. 


This passage has suffered terribly at the hands 
of those who have tried to make it teach Com- 
munism, but it has also been terribly neglected by 
those who are not willing to face up to its full 
implications. The passage is not for the world. It 
is a description of what the early church was and 
what every church ought to be. As we look at that 
group of people we see that they had a real spir- 
itual unity in their hearts for they had all received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. They all had a 
concern for the welfare of each member of the 
group that made them share with any who had 
need. They enjoyed the same things and were try- 
ing to do the same thing so they had a simple fel- 
lowship in the Lord. And their life was above re- 
proach so that they enjoyed the respect of all. 
This group of people, living together with the 
same conditions within their hearts and outside in 
their lives, with a concern for the welfare of each 
member that made them share with any whose out- 
side conditions were not up to the level of the 
group, was a true community. Every church should 
be this kind of an object lesson to the world of 
what it could be if it would begin to build on a 
spiritual foundation. 


b. Suggestions For Program. 


1. Use the point of.view expressed above and 


the Scripture lesson to show how every church 


should be a real and true community that points 
the way for the world to a living community in 
action. Then have the group point out some things 
in their own personal lives and in the program of 
the church that keep the church from being a true 
community of people and causes the world not to 
have respect for and confidence in the church. 


2. Any community is like a house—the founda- 
tion determines the strength of the whole and 
gives direction to the shape; or like a body—the 
arms and legs must be vitally linked to the head 


( 
tc 
a 
a 
W 
m 

| 
it 
a 
W 
fe 
m 
a 
sp 
ou 
ron 
ch 
m¢ 
T 
ba 
is 
an 
wa 
me 
tra 
| 
in 
the 
Ch 
al] 
fec 
Ch 
Oul 
ing 
lize 
orc 
pra 
Oul 

CO 
im 
pa 
ca 
12 
in 
re 
{ 


ive 
me 
eir 
re 


July 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 21 


and obey the head. Christ is the one foundation 
(I. Cor. 3:11-28) on which we must all build, 
Christ is the head of the body (I. Cor. 12:12-31) 
to whom we must all be vitally linked by faith 
and from whom we must al] take orders. This 


spiritual foundation must be the foundation of 


any real community anywhere. Discuss how simple 
Gospel preaching and personal evangelism, along 
with outpost chapel work, help make any com- 
munity of folks a true community. 


II. What Are Some Of The Trouble 
Spots In Our Community? 


In our last program we worked on the idea that 
it takes more than living in one locality to make 
a true community. To be a real community the 
group must have common loyalties and_ ideals 
within their hearts and they must have a genuine 
fellowship that makes for mutual enjoyment and 
mutual sharing. But there are always present in 
any group of people those things that mar that 
true community. What are some of these trouble 
spots? How shall we deal with them? 


Let’s look at these trouble spots as Christians 
and Americans, and not as Communists as so many 
do today. These trouble spots lie deep in the hu- 
man heart and must be changed from the inside 
out. That is, the human heart must be changed, 
and when it is the human life will be changed and 
changed lives change society. Too many today take 
the Communist idea that when the evils are re- 
moved from society man will be good by nature. 
The Communist says society is bad and makes men 
bad, let’s change society. The Christian says a man 
is bad and makes society bad, let’s change the man 
and he will change society. So the first trouble 
spot in any community is unregenerate man or 
woman. Our first and foremost duty is to reach 
men and women with the Gospel of Christ that 
transforms men and women inside out so that they 
can go forth to turn the world upside down. 


But when a person is born from above by faith 
in Christ it does not automatically guarantee that 
that person will either grow truly in personal 
Christian grace nor that he will become aware of 
all the evils in the community and become an ef- 
fective, vital force in removing them. But every 
Christian can and should do so. Let us then plan 
our program by following out the Scriptural teach- 
ing concerning certain evils in our midst and rea- 
lize that these Scriptural teachings are there in 
order to make us aware of trouble spots and to 
practically guide the interest and power that are 
ours by Christian new birth. : 


1. Personal Evils That Are Social 
In Their Consequences. 


Many of the evils that are present in our world 
today and keep us from having a real community 
come from the whiskey drinking, gambling, sexual 


immorality, and love of ease and pleasure on the — 


part of many of our people. Paul tells us how we 
can approach these things in Galatians 5, Verses 


12 to 24. Only by the power of the Spirit of God. 


in the life of a born-again man can these evils be 
removed 


2. Social Evils Connected With 
Institutions Of Society. 


Our land today is torn asunder because of the 


problems of religion among people who do not 


worship in the church but follow every “ism” of 


the day, from the problems arising out of marriage 
and divorce, from the juvenile delinquency coming 
because children have no respect for parental au- 
thority, and fights between capital and _ labor. 
What message has the church for the people in- 
volved in these tangles? Notice in Ephesians 5, 
Verse 18, Paul tells us to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Now if we are full of the Holy Spirit by 
being born again and fully yielded to do His will 
Paul tells us what to do in the verses that follow. 
Read what he has to say. For the problems of re- 
ligion, Eph. 5:v19-20; for the problems of mar- 
riage, Eph. 5:21-33; for the problems of young 
people who recognize no authority, Eph. 6:1-4; 
and for the employer and employee, Eph. 6:5-9. 
When we take seriously the teachings of the Word 
of God concerning the Spirit-filled life, and by 
evangelism lead others to do so, we shall then be 
well on the way to solving many of our problems 
— the world is tackling and coming out second 
est. . 


3. Economic Evils That Come From 


Wrong Motives Of Men. 


The church does not advocate any change of 
our present American economic system. Most 
Christians feel that it is the best among the peo- 
ples of earth and that it gives more chance for de- 
veloping Christian character and building Chris- 
tian institutions than any other possible could. But 
the best can be marred by those people who live 
from motives less than the best. The effectiveness 
of our system has been marred by those who have 
lived simply to possess things and self-interest has 
been their only motive. The Word of God reminds 
us that life does not consist in an abundance of 
things and that if any person is to long enjoy the 
best he must always seek another’s good and not 
his own. (Luke 12:15; James 5:1-6; Romans 12: 
9-17; Matt. 6:19-20). 


It would be helpful to look at these community 
problems in the light of these Scriptural teach- 
ings, contrasting them with the way most folks 
are trying to solve them today. 


III. What Is Our Christian Responsibility 
To Our Own Community? 


We have pointed out in our first program that 
it takes more than living together to make a com- 
munity, it takes common loyalties, mutual shar- 
ing, and mutual fellowship. In the last program 
we pointed out some trouble spots of which Chris- 
tians should be aware and suggested a few Scrip- 
tural principles that should guide us in attacking 
these trouble spots. Now what is our job as Chris- 
tians in the community where we live? 


Many people these days speak of the “social 
gospel”? and make fun of those who believe in the 
‘“‘old-fashioned individual gospel.’? Those who be- 
lieve in the so-called “‘social gospel’? believe in the 
salvation of people and society by the co-operative 
effort of all people working toward Christian 
ideals. They criticise us who believe in the old 
gospel of salvation by faith in the shed blood of 
Christ and say that we have no social vision and 
are out of tune with the times. And yet we be- 
lieve that by sticking to the Bible plan of the 
Gospel we face the realities of society in a more 
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honest and thorough way and go much farther in 
helpful social implications than they possibly can. 
Let’s look and see what we have in the Bible. 


The Bible gives no blueprint for society because 
society must be formed by forces at work in the 
lives of people and not by forces at work from 
without. In Romans 12 Paul plants the seed in the 
heart of an individual and then traces its power 
and influence to the ends of the earth. Let’s see 
what these principles are: (Beginning at Romans 
12:1}. 


1. Toward self - surrender to Christ: 12:1-2. 
2. Toward the church - humble service: 12:3-8. 


3. Toward society - righteous love in all things: 
12:9-21. 


4. Toward government - co-operative submission: 
13:1-14. 


5. Toward doubtful problems - always act: 


(a) With respect for personality of others: 
14:1-7. (b) With sense of responsibility to God 
and others: 14:8-12. (c) For neighbor’s highest 
good: 14:13-21. (d) For God’s highest glory: 
14:22-23. 


(God is always glorified when life is changed 
for the better). 


6. Toward the whole world. Chapter 15. This ex- 
presses Paul’s desire to take the Gospel and 
all its blessings to Rome and Spain (Verses 
29-32, Verse 24), the uttermost parts of the 
earth. This should be the desire of every 
Christian. 


We must follow the plan laid down by Paul. We 


must each one first surrender fully to Christ, and 
then make His life felt in every place where we 
have any influence, or can have, and that to the 
ends of the earth. We must move through home, 
church, school, business, society, nation, and world. 
Wherever we let our influence stop there we stop 
being Christian. 


Suggestions For Planning 
The Program 


1. Use the above Scripture as a basis of study. 
The week before the program have different ones 
of the group interview a Y.M.C.A. worker, a scout- 
master, a lawyer, a doctor, a school teacher, and 
a preacher. Ask them the question, ‘‘What should 
we young people do to make-our community a 
worthwhile community?’’ Then take the answers 
of these people and see if it will not be absolutely 
necessary to live by Scriptural principles if we 
are to achieve what is needed. 


IV. What Must We Do Toward 
Building A World Community? 


This war is bringing home in a way we can not 
forget the fact that ours is a small world. Fifty 
years ago it would take about 100 days to go from 
America to China, now we do it by air in as many 
hours, and in a moment by telephone. For some 
time we have been conscious that our breakfast 
tables held bananas from Central America, coffee 
from Brazil, corn from the Middle West, sugar 
from Hawaii, and (before the war) after breakfast 
we drove to town on rubber from the islands of 


the Pacific. We used to enjoy these things and fee] 


' that we could keep on enjoying them regardless of 


what happened in the places from which they 
came. Now we know better. Our boys are there 
fighting because what affects those people affects 
us. The world of tomorrow will be one little world 
and no one can keep selfishly the material bless. 
ings of that world from another. To have a world 
community in the true sense we must undergird 
our world with moral and spiritual principles, and 
if the undergirding is to hold it must be these 
Christian principles that are not only practical but 
made strong by the Spirit of God. Let’s take a look 
at what the world will be when it is a real com- 
munity. 


a. Scriptural Lesson: 


Micah 4:1-5. 


1. One central authority to’ which all are loyal: 
Verses 1-2. 


2. Process of reconversion after war: Verse 3. 
= what has first happened: Joel 3: 


3. Freedom from want: Verse 4a. 
4. Freedom from fear: Verse 4b. 


5. Freedom of religion: Verse 5. 


This picture is interestingly like the one drawn by 
our statesmen today, with one notable exception: 
our statesmen make the one central authority some 
revised form of a League of Nations while the 
Bible makes it the authority of God Himself. Many 
of us believe that this day can never be until Jesus 
Christ returns to rule and reign, but be that as it 
may it is a picture of the kind of a world God 
wants, the kind of a world that can be when Christ 
rules and reigns in the hearts of men, and so we 
should so labor that when Christ does come the 
world will not be unlike this because we laid down 
on the job. The Christian principle is: offense must 
come but woe unto that man by whom it comes. 


b. Suggestions For Program. 


_ 1. Consider Micah’s picture and study it in the 
ee the Scripture teaching that your leader 
can find. 


2. Experts tell us that there are two great prob- 
lems that face any community life and become 
trouble spots: when the interest of one individual 
or one group is placed above the interest of the 
whole group, and when a great section of the group 
lacks sufficient necessities of life. Then point out 
that if Christ is enthroned instead of self com- 


munity life does not revolve around . any _indi- 


vidual or group but around Him, and could He be 
so enthroned among nations all suspicion and in- 
justice would have to begin giving way. And then 
when Christ is enthroned the second trouble spot 
has to give way for the essence of the Christian 
life is to share. Thus when Christ is enthroned the 
roots of fear and want are removed, and the best 
way to be free of fear and want is to remove the 
roots. 
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Project For The Month 


It would be very interesting and helpful if your 
group were to visit the Juvenile Court, some res- 
cue mission or community recreational center to 
see what your community is doing about some of 
these trouble spots. Discuss what you see there in 
the light of the Christian principles pointed out 
this month. 


1. Can there ever be any real community if 
Christ is ignored? Why? | 


2. Have the trouble spots in your church been 
lessened or increased by your attitude and habits? 


3. Does my Christian religion mean simply at- 


tending Sunday services or am I making a definite 


contribution to my community by applying the 
Christian principles I profess? 


4. Which is the more effective way to remake 
life — change the social environment outside or 
change the life principle within the life? Why? 


5. Why are so many of us unaware of the things 
that mar community life about us? 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Beginnings Of Woman’s 
Conferences 


By Mrs. R. C. Anderson* 


As the thoughts of hosts of the women of the 
church are focussed on the approaching Woman’s 
Auxiliary Training School, to be held in Montreat, 
N. C., July 5-12, 1944, it might be well to 
reminisce and answer the query in some minds of 
“How did the women get on before we had these 
meetings?”’ 


In searching through old files we find a report 
of the closing days of the “‘Mission Conference in 
Montreat,”’ this paragraph is noted: “The women 
(ever to the front in all good movements) have 
had their periods of meeting together. when they 
were restrained by neither Pauline doctrine nor 
the lords of creation.’? But no record or revort of 
their meeting is found before Sept. 1, 1909. 


An announcement was made in the Aug. 18 
number of The Christian \bserver, 1909, that: 


“The Conference on Women’s Work will be held 


August 17-18.’ A full repovt of the Woman’s Con- 
ference appeared in the Sent. 1 issue of The Ob- 
server, written by Miss Kate C. Roberts, of At- 
lanta, Ga. Two days during the Mission Confer- 
ence in Montreat were given up to the discussion 
of Woman’s Work for Missions. Home Mission Day 
Provram was a~ranged by Miss Barbara Lambdin, 
of the Home Missions Committee, and Mrs. C. M. 
Gibbon, President of Asheville Presbyterial Union. 


presided. Sever2] Home Mission workers presented 


their several fields. Mrs. C. E. Graham, of South 
Carolina, presided on Foreign Missions Day. Mrs. 
Graybill, of Mexico, introduced ‘The nine lady 
missionaries and fourteen volunteers to the audi- 
ence who stood and:gave the chautauqua salute 
to each in turn.’? Speakers mentioned were: Mrs. 
Sykes, Mrs. Venable and Mrs. Wilkinson from 
China, Mrs. and Miss Tate from Korea, and Mrs. 
Cummings from Japan. 


The committee appointed to prepare program 
for 1910 meeting: Miss Angie Wing, of Macon, 
Ga.; Mrs. Farrell, of Georgia; and Miss Ruther- 
ford, of Virginia. | 


The Christian Observer, Aug. 17, 1910, carried 
an article by Rev. E. W. McCorkle, D.D., entitled 
‘“‘Montreat Mention,” in which he said: “One of 
the best attended conferences yet held has been 
the Woman’s Missionary Conference, so skillfully 
managed by Miss Rutherford, of Richmond, Va. 
One of the many captivating addresses made be- 
fore it was by Mrs. Minnie Campbell, of our Texas- 
Mexican work. Mrs. McCorkle, Mrs. McQueen, 
and Mrs. Lilly, all formerly or now in Kentucky, 
took part in these meetings, with others from 
Nicholasville and Richmond, Ky.”’ 


June 21, 1911, The Christian Observer carried 
an announcement by Mrs. John B. Knox, Chair- 
man, Anniston, Ala., of the Fourth Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Conference, to be held at Montreat, Aug. 
14-16, saying: “It promises to be full of spiritual 
uplift and great practical benefit to all who at- 
tend. A program has been arranged covering all 
phases of woman’s work for missions, and all the 
most important problems which need to be dis- 
cussed for the future advancement of our work. 
A number of forceful leaders in the home field 
have been secured to lead in the discussions per- 
taining to their especial wo:k. A number of re- 
turned missionaries will also be heard with great 
interest and profit. Emphasis will be placed on 
Children’s and Y. P. Missionary Societies, Study 
Classes, and Prayer Circles.’’ Drs. James I. Vance 
and Howard Agnew Johnson were the speakers, 
and Dr.-H. A. White, of Columbia Seminary, had 
the Bible Hour. 


1912 is a year all will remember, and The Chris- 
tian Observer on Aug. 21 carried an article on 
‘“‘Woman’s Work of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church -- Organization of the Department.” 


‘“‘As directed by the General Assembly the Sec- 
retaries of the four Executive Committees—Rev. 
Egbert W. Smith, D.D., Foreign Missions; Dr. 
S. L. Morris, Assembly’s Home Missions; Rev. 


+H. H. Sweets, D.D., Christian Education and Min- 


isterial Relief; and Mr. R. E. Magill, Secretary of 
Publication and Sunday School Extension—met in 
Montreat, on August 10, 1912, to organize a De- 
partment of Woman’s Work. After conferring 
with the official representatives of the synodical 
organizations of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, 
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South Carolina, North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Texas, and Virginia, and workers from other Sy- 
nods, the Supervisory Committee took the follow- 
ing action: (a) The official name, The Woman’s 
Auxilary of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. (b) Title of Mrs. Winsborough, the choice 
of the synodical representatives, shall be super- 
intendent. Salary $1,200.00 annually. (c) Ad- 
visory Council of Women to be known as the 
Woman’s Council. (d) Headquarters to be in Kan- 
sas City, Mo. (e) Treasurer chosen, Mrs. A. M. 
Howison, Virginia. (f) We recommend that the 
organized work be designated ‘“Synodicals’’ for 
the Synods and ‘“Presbyterials” for the Presby- 
teries. 


Recommended also that the percentages of con- 
tributions be: 


Foreign Missions 60 % 
Assembly’s Home Missions 21% 
Christian Education & Ministerial Relief .... 14% 
Sunday School Extension & Publication ...... 5 % 


In the same issue of The Christian Observer 
there was a report by Mrs. J. A. Dorritee, of 
Washington, D. C., of the Woman’s Conference, 
held Aug. 12-14, 1912, in Montreat, N. C. A 


prayer meeting was held in the home of Mrs. . 


C. E. Graham on Thursday preceding the meeting. 
Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, the new Superintendent, 
was present and addressed the meeting. 


Miss Kate Roberts presided at all meetings of 
the Conference, and Miss Lenora Blake, Ken- 
tucky, and Mrs. William McKay, Georgia, were 
Temporary Secretaries. Mrs. Winsborough ex- 
plained the work and plans. 


Home Mission speakers on the program were: 
Mrs. Chris Dulling, Mrs. V. E. Staples, Mrs. John 
Little, Mrs. P. H. Hensley, Jr., Mrs. J. K. Coit, 
and Miss Blake. 


Mrs. Archibald Davis, Mrs. R. C. Anderson and 
Mrs. J. I. Miller respectively discussed City, Town 
and Country Work. 


Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. W. H. Hudson, Mrs. 
A. A. McFayden, Mrs. Butler, Miss Douglass and 
Mrs. Morrow were the speakers on Foreign Mis- 
sions, and other phases of the church’s work were 
discussed by Mrs. E. L. Russell, Mrs. E. C. Mur- 
ray, Mrs. L. W. Curtis, and Miss Margaret Rankin. 


Three hundred and twenty-two delegates, rep- 
resenting twenty-four states and countries, were 
reported present. | 


The Sixth Annual Woman’s Conference met in 
Montreat, N. C., Aug. 11, 1913, at 10:00 A.M., in 
the Community Building, then being used by the 
Montreat Church. Mrs. Edmund DeLong, Ken- 
tucky, Chairman, presiding, together with Mrs. 
Archibald Davis, Georgia, Chairman of the Wo- 
man’s Council. Mrs. R. C. Anderson was appointed 
Secretary. 


Devotional leaders were: Mrs. R. S. Webb, Ten- 
nessee; Mrs. M. D. Irvine, Kentucky; and Mrs. 
W. B. Ramsay, North Carolina. 


Speakers were: I‘r. W. L. Lingle, Mr. R. E. 
Magill, Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, Dr. H. H. Sweets, 
Mrs. W. L. Hickman, Mrs. D. B. Wells of Chicago, 
and Rev. R. C. Anderson. Miss Barbara Lambdin 
spoke for the Survey; Miss Estelle McIver, Miss 


Nellie Hall and Miss Brown for Home Mission 
Work. Miss Agnes Avery told of work among the 
Italians in Birmingham, and Mrs. C. R. Womel- 
dorf of the Mexican Work in Texas. Mrs. J. Mer. 
cer Blain, Miss E. V. Lee, Mrs. H. L. Ross, Mrs, 
L. W. Curtis and Rev. Geo. E. Henderlite spoke on 
their respective Foreign Mission fields. 


Thirty Synodical and Presbyterial Presidents 
were present, and a total attendance of 231, rep- 
resenting nineteen States, China, and Mexico. 


A budget of $4,000 was apportioned among the 
fourteen Synodicals. 


Eighty-five Presbyterials and 2,228 Local So- 
cieties were reported. 


The Secretary was authorized to buy a book 


for the permanent records of the Minutes. This 
was done and the Minutes duly recorded. This was 
taken to the Historical Foundation and is the first 
record of Minutes they have of any meeting of 
the Woman’s Conferences prior to 19138. 


The records since then have been more care- 
fully preserved. We can look back and thank God 
for His blessings on the work of Christian women 
through the years and pray His continued bless- 
ings on us now. 


*Montreat, N. C. 


Woman’s Auxiliary 


Training School 


Montreat, N: C. — July 5-12, 1944 


By Miss Janie W. McGaughey 
Secretary of *Woman’s Work 


The following great messages from II. Corin- 
thians, the book being studied this year by the 
Women of the Church, are printed in the program 
of the Woman’s Auxiliary Training School at Mon- 
treat, and suggest certain major emphases of the 
program: 


” 

“The love of Christ constraineth us.” 
‘“‘Ambassadors for Christ.’’ 

“Helping together by prayer.” 


The Program Committee of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary Training School has arranged for a week of 
intensive study, conference, inspiration, and Chris- 
tian fellowship. Again this year it is true that tra- 
vel will be difficult, and yet we feel it is wise to 
go forward in such plans as will increase the effi- 
ciency in the work of the Kingdom. It is our hope, 
therefore, that Auxiliary leaders, especially in Sy- 
nodical and Presbyterial Auxiliaries, and in local 
groups wherever possible, will be able to come to 
Montreat for this School. 


There will be credit classes in all of the units in 
the Auxiliary Training School curriculum, and in 
addition a number of special Interest Groups an 
Conferences déaling with phases of responsibility 
which Christians face today. 


The Platform Bible Hour will be led by Rev. 


Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Ph.D., Pastor of the Highland 
Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Tex. Other 


te 

to 

1 

H: 

lo 

Ri 

W 

W 
a to 
Be 

As 

di 
mo 

dir 

the 

the 

tise 

the 

do 

ten 

I 

ge 

alit 

fea 

an 

cra 

san 

fun 

the 

eve 

dee 

bet 

unv 

fus 

lite) 

is f 

selle 

whe 

F 

put 

It is 

of t 

flag 

per 

nes; 

The 

Vul 

T 


n- 
he 
nN- 
he 


July 1944 


Page 25 


teachers, conference leaders and speakers who are 
to be on the program will be: 


Dr. Paul Leslie Garber, Dr. John Newton 
Thomas, Mrs. Alexander Maitland, Mrs. H. D. 
Haberyan, Mrs. John P. Walker, Dr. H. Kerr Tay- 
lor, Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Mrs. Donald W. 
Richardson, Mrs. Narcissa T. Shawhan, Mrs. H. C. 
Dean, Mrs. Ben Knox, Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor, Mrs. 
W. Murdock MacLeod, Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, Mrs. 
Way-Sung New, Mr. W. Roy Breg, Dr. J. G. Pat- 
ton, Jr., Dr. Robert McMullen, Dr. James L. Fowle, 
Rev. A. R. Batchelor, Rev. W. Norman Cook, Miss 
Bessie Lewis, Dr. Dan. T. Caldwell, Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, Mrs. S. H. 
Askew, Mrs. S. L. Timmons, Miss Mary Quidor, 
Miss Annie Tait Jenkins, Miss Janie McCutchen, 
Miss Grace Wisner, Miss Louise B. Miller. 
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A number of missionaries will also be present 
and share with us in vesper messages. 


In order to make these days mean the most the 
Program Committee urges that all pray definitely 
for the leaders and for all who will share in these 
meetings. The day will begin with worship. There 
will be special intercession for loved ones in the 
armed service of our nation both at noon and at 
daily special prayer service. , 


The Program Committee for this School is as 
follows: Mrs. F. R. Crawford, Chairman of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work; Mrs. J. W. Mce- 
Queen, Chairman of the Woman’s Advisory Com- 
mittee; and the Secretary of Woman’s Work, who 
serves as Chairman. 


Pay Dirt 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D.* 


“There’s gold in them thar hills.” Pay dirt is 
dirt that is rich in precious ore: it brings the miner 
money. This is clean dirt. There is dirt that is 
dirty. It also pays,—richly, fabulously. It pays 
the writer and the producer. It pays the publisher, 
the purveyor, the actor, the director, the adver- 
tiser. It pays others also,—a vast number. Dirt 
pays: the Devil will see to that; but not in the 
coin of the realm! There is the dirt of the current 
novel, and of the picture-show. 
there are infinite possibilities of good, by so much 
do we have corruption into the worst. How rot- 
ten the reels! How putrid so many publications 
which we see and hear praised! 


It is called realism; and it is such,—with a ven- 
gence! We seem to be trading morality for re- 
ality, and to be crowing over our shrewd bargain. 
It’s the modern version of the robin who swapped 
feathers for worms. We boast in flying physically, 
and reckon it ample compensation for spiritual 
crawling. It is as much mystery as history that 
sane folk refuse to face the plainest fact that 
fundamental ethics shot through the affections and 
the activities of daily living is the only “‘pay dirt’’ 
even on a purely secular basis. 


Realism? As long as there is such a thing as 
decency in the world, some very real facts are 
better relegated to privacy. Modesty recognizes 
unvarnished reality, but simply accepts it, re- 
fusing to parade it publicly impersonating good 
literature and true life. For decent people filth 
is filthy and is as defiling in the guise of a best 
seller or of art as stark lewdness, which it is, 
whether or no. oe 


Folk point to popularity. But the popularity of 
putridity be it on page or screen is simply that,— 
it is popularity. Plaudits do not alter the nature 
of the nasty. Refined and perfumed and camou- 
flaged poison is none the less but rather the more 
pernicious. Popularizing grammatical grewsome- 
ness does not translate the base into the pure. 

he vogue is no criterion of good or of beauty. 
Vultures flock to carrion. Erect a gallows and the 
crowd pours in. | 


They call it literature. Is it? _ Great literature 
surveys life whole and shuns not to portray its 


By so much as 


evil, for moral purpose and as a foil for the good; 
but it inveighs against it, hallowing the lovely and 
the true, and lifting to higher levels. Imitations © 
degrade life as a whole, make muck the motif, 
glorifying the gall of humanity, leaving the reader 
lower in moral tone. Labeling’ licentiousness 
“literature”? does not dissolve the dirt nor filter out 
the filth. The slime smeared over a good story 
sells the product at too high a price. 


The investors know that the good, the beautiful 
and the true, are not pay dirt: They know human 
nature; and they want the money. Thus far from 
the standpoint of the originator: now, in re the 
the consumer. Explanations are offered: 


1. Humanity is depraved. Even in the regene- 
rate the old nature doth remain. Swine swallow 
swill: porcine people lust for the lascivious, es- 
pecially if it be ‘“‘stupendous” and the “‘best seller.” 
We adorn dirt as art; we license lechery, parti- 
cularly if endorsed by the connoisseurs. Aspirants 
seek to be artistic, else we cannot rate. We are 
glad of the excuse. Deep down we love the vile; 
and were the truth told, we feed on the filthy by 
choice. And don’t the producers know it!! Yet 
there keeps pounding within us the thought that 
decency is as permanent as the multiplication table, 
and as inevitable as the alphabet. Dishonesty and 
depraved speech are double first-cousins. 


2. People don’t want to be thought crude. Some 
men sin boldly, others vicariously. For the elite, 
the corruscating corruption conceived by a cre- 
tinous craftsman affords opportunity for the com- 
mission of all classes of sins by proxy. Human 
villainy takes pleasure in roaming for forbidden 
fields through others’ indulgencies. Some indeed, | 
like vultures, gorge and glut their souls on filth; 
others with greater refinement satisfy their animal 
passions by gloating secretly in moral muck. The 
Devil holds the whiphand in much: evil allures: 
dirt pays; somebody, everybody. The story is a 
great moral lesson? Yes, but when the Devil in- 
vests in morals there is the Devil to pay. Can we 
corral good only by camouflage? Must our ethics 
be sugar-coated in dirt? | 


Elemental passions are revealed. Life is opened 
up in the raw. Carnal legions of lust throng be- 
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fore the eye. Hate, cruelty, sex, horror,—the mad 
mockery goes on. And the good people sit through, 
with bated breath and inward misgiving, silently 
endorsing the prostitution of all that’s fair and 
lovely, displayed by the histrionic heroes of vice, 
and allowing the right and the true to be desecrat- 
ed and travestied, because forsooth in the name 
and under the patronage and license of art! The 
adulterers and adulteresses of Hollywood (they 
have the unspeakable efftrontery to call it mar- 
riage!) become the idols of the crowd. And Chris- 
tain people love to have it so. Seared souls. Stul- 
tified consciences. Demons’ delight... 


What price amusement: a-muse-ment! But dirt 
pays ... Hear ye! The loss of a sense of decency 
is.a fabulous price to pay for immoral entertain- 
ment. To barter the innocence of childhood, the 
sweetness of youth, the integrity of adult right- 
eousness at any price is a bargain whose distastrous 
results will require generations to overcome. What 
parent but can see, must see, that the child’s con- 
science is seared as with a hot iron by attending 
the average movie. What young person but will 
react sharply to the vivid contrast between the 
inflamed, carnal, glamorous indecencies of the 
screen and the normal everyday and sometimes 
humdrum life of modesty and sobriety which alone 
can mean true joy and right citizenship. Who 
dabbles daily in dirt courts contamination. 


Ask why young people go wrong. The positive 
part of the answer is before the eye (the negative 
is shameless parental neglect): sedulous sexuality, 
lecherous lounging, adulterous osculation, tantalyz- 
ing tenderness, passionate proximity,—pay dirt. 
High art! Hot Hell!! One-half an hour a week 
in the house of God; and four to ten hours in the 
den of the Devil; and bureaus and commissions 
investigating delinquent youth! ‘‘Honorable”’ dis- 
honor, adorable libertines, vivacious viciousness, 
voluptuous venality, criminality, concupiscence, 
glorious godlessness, smear, smirk, smut, murders, 
Stick-ups, gangsters—all in shows you cannot af- 
ford to miss!—and we wonder at the morals of the 
times! 


Psycopathy will increase pari passu with the pa. 
rade of gross passion? Neurosis and psychosis 
are as unnatural as the noxious nutriment that in. 
duces them. Diabetes of soul is more fatal if less 
obvious than of body. Bombs and bullets, shot 
and shell can damage the flesh; but they have no 
more that they can do; they cannot of themselves 
touch the soul. But by ineluctable law the cop. 
stant bombardment of light-rays that reflect the 
malicious, malevolent and miasmic, dissolve mora] 
fiber and undermine right thought and normal life. 
They can generate power to cast both soul and 
body into hell; and we are witnesses of this. Yet 
ss 8 man often is convinced that he is in good 

ealth! 


Enough. When will we learn that a dash of 
sweetness and a touch of beauty cannot purify 
the pornographic, that the kindliest of human vir. 
tues cannot atone for sin. That good deeds cannot 
buy off Heaven, that breaking the Ten Command- 
ments is not absolved by sympathy? The salacious 
and morally macabre cannot be excused because 
found in good company: evil is not ignoscible 
simply on the score of sportsmanship. Gore and 
grime in the mind will mean grime and gore in the 
life. Gorging on ghoulishness immunizes to de- 
cency. Calling evil good simply reverses the eternal 
and essential order. But it will not remain reversed: 
pay-day comes! 


How long before righteousness will stand in its 
rights? When will truth and purity boycott the 
bad and demand decency? Vile books would cease 
to be written for gutter-snipe minds, and prurient 
picture-shows would collapse internally if Chris- 
tian people and those who affect the Christian 
morality would cease paying court to criminality. 
Stop conniving at corruption, throw out the gar- 
bage, and remember the nature and purpose of 
salt and light! Time will tell— it is already telling. 
It is saying pay dirt is still dirt, and that it does 
not pay! 


*Acting President of the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex. 


A Christian Home - Some Thoughts From II John 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker* 


I am thoroughly convinced that America’s 
treatest problem is its “Home Problem.” May I 
quote from Harry T. Bundidge in the February 
Cosmopolitan: 


“For twenty-five years I’ve been a world-roving 
reporter and my experience had convinced me I 
had seen everything. I had been eyewitness to 
gang battles, brutal strike fights, floods, cyclones, 
hunger famine. I had been on hand for murders, 
kidnappings and sordid trials in hundreds of 
courts. I had investigated graft and corruption 
and as an undercover reporter had participated in 
bootlegging, rum-running and dope and alien 
smuggling. I had seen men lynched, burned, shot, 
hanged and dragged at chain’s ends from bumpers 
of automobiles, and had seen both men and women 
die in electric chairs and on gallows. I had seen 
the horrors of Chinese battlefields and had lived 
in the terrors of the blitz in England. So, until a 


few weeks ago, I was convinced that nothing, ever 
again, could shock me. 


“But as I sit at this typewriter, writing an 


article I wish I did not have to write, all that is. 


changed. I know that in these past weeks I have 
been shocked as never before, for I have just re 
turned from a nationwide tour to observe at first 
hand the spread of the malignant blight of juve- 
nile—and adult—delinquency. I was shocked not 
only by what I saw of this, the nation’s biggest 
problem next to winning the war, but by the con- 
sidered conviction that our boys and girls will go 
down in the history of this war as our most tragic 
casualties. I was shocked too by dreadful thoughts 
of the kind of America we may have in a few 
years when today’s juvenile delinquents become 
adults.”’ 

Our forefathers believed in Christian homes and 
the family altar. I have a package of old letters— 
extracts from letters written by my mother to 4 


f 
0 
V 
li 
n 
le 
a 
n 
‘ 0 
W 
at 
0 
I 
th 
t 
ti 
tr 
tr 
th 
a 
a 
no 
be 
of 
Ww 
ro 
ac 
ho 
is 
lo 
lo 
the 
the 
Sec 
the 
fr 
wo 
obe 
tu 
ho 
are 
LTE 
his 
us, 
Be: 
Go 


‘ian 


July 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 27 


friend of hers long before I was born, when the 
older children were small. I prize these letters 
very highly and when I read them I feel almost 
like I have been on holy ground. I can see how one 
mother felt about her home. 


But I have not come to talk about my mother’s 
letters, sacred as they are to me, but about 
another letter, written not seventy, but almost 
nineteen hundred years ago. Here indeed we are 
on Holy Ground, for this is an inspired letter 
written by the apostle John to a Christian mother 
about her home and children. Please read this 
“sweetest letter in the Bible,’’ the Second Epistl 
of John. : 


May we look at this letter for a few minutes? 
Iam not attempting any exhaustive study of it, 
of course, but would like for us to see some of 
the things which appear on the surface. 


I. I see here some great words which we may 
think of as standing for the PILLARS, or Founda- 


tion Stones, of the Home. 


The first of these is Truth. ‘‘Whom I love in the 
truth,’ ‘For the truth’s sake,” “Walking in 
truth.” How the letter is saturated with this 
thought! 


Truth makes a Strong Home. You cannot bfild 
a home on a lie, or half-truth. If those who begin 
a home do not mean the vows they take, there is 
no real foundation for the home. 


Let me go further and say that this truth must 
be God’s Truth if the home is to stand the storms 
of life. Jesus’ illustrations of the two men, one 
who built his house on sand, and the other on the 
rock, are not only true of our salvation and char- 
acter, but of our homes. The reason so many 
homes are being swept away in our present storm 
is that they were not built on the truth. © 


The second of these Pillars is Love. Love.is the 
Heart of the Home. If truth makes a home strong, 
love makes it sweet. Love of husband for his wife, 
love of the wife for her husband, love of the 
parents for the children, love of the children for 
their parents. When Koreans build their houses, 
they cross the bamboo strips and tie the inter- 
sections with grass rope. Love is the tie that binds 
the framework of the home together. nee 


No wonder John wrote: ‘‘That which we had 
from the beginning, that we love one another.” 
When God started the home, He tied it with love. 


The third of these Pillars is Obedience. Obedi- 
ence is what makes the home beautiful. There 
would be no beanty in the sky if the stars did not 
obey; there would be no beauty in nature if na- 
ture did not obey; there can be no beauty in a 
home where there is no obedience. Obedience is 
that we walk after His commandments.” ‘What 
are you teaching your child?’’ someone asked a 
great professor. “I am teaching her to obey,” was 
his unexpected reply. 


How can we ask or expect our children to obey 
us, if we are not obeying our Father in Heaven? 
i in the home must start with obedience to 

od. 


The fourth of these. Pillars is Joy. “That our 


joy may be full.” If your cup of joy ever over- 
flows, it will be in the home. Joy gives magnetism 
to the home. Why are our “boys” often home- 
sick? May be many reasons. One is this: Home is 


the happiest place in the world. 


From these four Pillars let us turn to: 


II. Some PERILS, some DANGERS, which 


threaten the Home. 


The first one suggested to my mind is the 
World Peril. “For many deceivers are entered into 
the world.’’ These deceivers deny the only teach- 
ing which can save our homes and save the world. 
They are at work in every land subtly working to 
destroy all semblance of home life. They have not 
skipped our country. 


There are many things in the world which make 
it a hard place in which to build a home—the 
temptations, the distractions and cares, the defile- 
ment of the world—but the gravest danger is in 
its anti-christian teachings. 


Back of this deception can easily be seen the 
mind and hand of the great deceiver, Satan. How 
the devil hates the home! He ruined the first one, 
he spoiled many another one, he tried to destroy 
the home of the Redeemer of men and kill the 
child Jesus. Some years ago [I read of two Arizona 
shepherds, a man and his wife with their little 
child. One morning they awaked to find the child 
missing from the tent. They went to a spring 
nearby where two sets of tracks in the sand told 
the sad story—the tragks of their child and the 
tracks of a mountain lion. “The devil as a roaring 
lion walketh about, seeking whom he may destroy,” 
and he often fiffds the children. 


A third peril is Ourselves. ‘‘Look to yourselves.” 
“‘As I was busy here and there, he was gone,” is 
the classic excuse in Old Testament. We are busy 


with our business and a multitude of other things 


and our children are gone. This is what is happen- 
ing to many American homes today. 


A young man was convicted of a terrible crime 
and the judge said: ‘‘You have disgraced the name 
of your father, an honored man.” The boy replied: 
“T used to try to get father to listen and help me, 
but he always said, ‘Go away, I am busy writing 
a book.’ ’”’ That father wrote his book, but he lost 
his boy. What will it profit if a man gain the 
whole world—get money and fame and political 
position—and lose his boy? 


The last and strangest peril is the Hospitality 
Peril. “‘“Receive him not into your house, neither 
bid him God-speed.”’ 


The. Bible encourages hospitality, but the safety — 
of the home comes first. There are those who are 
as dangerous to our homes as the Indians and wild 
beasts used to be when our forefathers came to 
these shores. They built stockades to keep these 
enemies out. We must keep the modern “beasts” 
out. 


There are not only people we want to keep out, 
but: 


III. There are some PERSONS we want to 
LET IN. “Both the Father and the Son.” 


How can we have a home without our Heavenly 
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Father? He gave the Home. He gave the home in 
Eden. He gave the home at Bethlehem. He gives 
us our Home in Eternity. He pities us as we pity 
our children; He provides all we must have in the 
home; He protects us from danger and death. 
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.” 


How can we have a Christian Home without 
Christ? It was Christ who redeemed the home 
from the curse of sin; it was He who sanctified it 
by coming to it as a baby; it was Christ who 
blessed every home He entered while on earth, 
bringing health and happiness and salvation and 
peace. He is preparing our home now, and is 
knocking at the door of our present home saying, 
“If any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him and sup with him and he with 
me.”” Will you not open that door today? ) 


You may reply, ‘‘Are you sure He will come 
in?’”’?’ What does He promise? ‘‘We will come unto 
him and make our abode with him.”’ That means 
our hearts, but I am sure it also means our homes. 
In the person of the Spirit, sent by the Father and 
Son, you can have “both the Father and the Son.”’ 


These Persons will come in through prayer, 
so: 


IV. There is a short but amazingly rich and 
beautiful PRAYER which wraps itself around the 
letter and in which you can wrap your Home. 
“Grace be with you, mercy and peace.” 


Grace for all our needs. And how we need grace 
in the home! “It will take all the grace that God 
can give, simply to live, my brother, simply to 
live.”” And the home is the hardest place in the 
world in which to really live. Have you not found 
it so? 


Mercy for all our sins. We must have mercy, 
forgiveness, from the other ones in the home; we 
must have mercy from the Father of Mercies. 


Peace for all our sorrows. In the home we have 
our highest joys; in the home we have our deepest 
sorrows; in the home we also have our sweetest 
and most abiding Peace. 


A little girl said to the missionary when she 
handed him her small offering: “Wrap it up in 
prayer, and it will go a lot further.” Wrap your 
home in this beautiful prayer, and it will be safe 
and blessed. 


I have a book entitled, ‘‘When Home Is Heaven.” 
I do not remember so much about it, buteI can 
tell you when Home is Heaven. If you will build 
on the foundations John suggests in this letter; if 
you will guard against the Perils he warns of; if 
you will invite God in—Father, Son, Spirit; if you 
will wrap it up in Prayer, I believe your home will 
be right much like Heaven. 


And now I come back to my first reason for 
speaking on this subject: These homes of ours, 
these “‘bits of Heaven,” are in danger. Our great 
crime specialist, J. Edgar Hoover, recently put 


his finger on the pulse of the nation—the home— | 


and found it very weak. He says we are in “deadly 


peril,” and this peril is the breakdown of the 
home as shown in crime among the youths of 
America. If the home dies, America dies. You ¢an 
“Ichabod,” glory has departed,” on our 
ag. 


I am begging you with all my heart to save our 
homes. Save them for the sake of the country we 
love with all our hearts. Save them for the mep 
who are fighting and dying for us in many places. 
Do you not think they deserve a “bit of Heaven” 
after facing ‘‘Hell’’ so long? 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


Tuscaloosa - Our Developing 
Montreat For Negroes 


By Robert D. Bedinger 
Supt. Negro Dept. 


The feeling is growing that Tuscaloosa, Ala., : 


should become a great Religious Center for Ne- 
groes throughout the Assembly; the Conference 
Grounds for Auxiliary, Sunday School, Young 
People and Pastor Training Schools with the best 
Negro and white leadership to be had. 

The first Conference this year was held at Still- 
man Institute, May 17-25, for the ministers of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod. Twenty-five, all but five 
of the active ministers, two theological students 
and the ruling elders attended. The seven ministers 
integrated with white Presbyteries were invited, 
with two accepting. It was the largest attendance 
since the Ministers’ Short Course was inaugurated 
four years ago. 


The faculty was composed of: Dr. J. B. Green, 
Columbia Theological Seminary; Rev. LeRoy P. 
Burney, Director of Religious Education in 
Georgia and South Carolina; Rev. L. W. Bottoms, 
Pastor of the Grace Presbyterian Negro Church, 
Louisville, Ky.; and Rev. R. D. Bedinger. Each 
morning devotionals were conducted by a Negro 
minister. Each afternoon a Forum was held with 
many phases of the Negro Work under discussion. 
At night splendid inspirational messages were 
brought by Drs. C. L. Crane, J. B. Green, L. P. 
Burney, F. M. Dick, and Warner Hall. The worth- 
whileness of this conference is seen in the un- 
animous action requesting a similar one next year 
with the same leaders back. 


The Graduation Exercises of Stillman Institute 
coincided with the last four days of the confer- 
ence. These were unusually fine, making deep im- 
pressions. The children of several ministers were 
in the graduating class. A white minister was 
heard to remark after one night’s exercises: “This 
was as fine as anything you will get at Montreat. 
Surely, this was high praise. 


The Ministers’ Conference was followed by one 
for the Negro women of Alabama; and after this 
came the Conference for Young People. No doubt 
accounts of these will appear soon. The last week 
of August will come the first Auxiliary Training 
Schoo! for Negro Women throughout the Assembly, 
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with Miss Janie McGaughey and her corps of 
helpers in charge. There is reason to believe that 
, Religious Education Training School will ma- 
terialize in the summer of 1945. The following 
Resolutions are printed by request of the Negro 
Ministers: 


Report Of The Resolutions Committee 
At The Ministers’ Short Course, Still- 
man Institute, May 17-25, 1944. 


We, your Committee on Thanks and Resolutions, 
are grateful to our Heavenly Father, who has 
given us the opportunity and privilege to turn 
aside from our various fields of toil and strain 


_and to come here for a week of wholesome instruc- 


tion and fellowship with the brethren ‘and student 
body. 


The fine, congenial spirit and hospitality cre- 
ated an atmosphere most pleasant. We have greatly 
enjoyed our. faculty whose teachings have pro- 
duced profound impressions. 


We have been greatly encouraged by their earn- 
estness and interest manifested in giving us the 
truth as revealed in God’s Word; thus we have 
been strengthened and better prepared to carry 
out the injunction of our calling from the infor- 
— and inspiration received in this Short 
ourse. 


Therefore, we sincerely express our gratitude 
to Dr. R. D. Bedinger, our Superintendent, for his 


wise selection of instructors, Dr. J. B. Green, Rev. 


L. P. Burney, Rev. L. W. Bottoms; to President 
Jackson, and the faculty members of Stillman In- 


stitute, all of whom have left no stone unturned in 
doing everything possible to make our stay plea- 
sant and profitable. We recommend the following: 


1. That the Short Course be continued next 
year. 


2. That the same faculty be_ secured, if 
possible. 


3.. That the Stated Clerk of each Presbytery and 
the Superintendent of the Negro Work of Sne- 
decor Memorial Synod compose the Program 
Committee. 


4. That we take under consideration the advis- 
ability of having the Young People’s Conference 
and Ministers’ Short Course at the same time. 


5. That a copy of these Resolutions be sent. to 
the following: The Assembly’s Executive Commit- 
tee of Home Missions, the President of Stillman 
Institute, and to each of our church papers. 


May God’s richest blessings attend all those who 
have rendered anv assistance and contributed ‘to 
our comfort and well-being while here on Still- 
man’s campus. 


Respectfully submitted: J. H. M. Boyce, W. J. 
Gipson, E. E. Newberry. 


PUBLIC PRAYERS 


Two of the most moving services of worship I 
have attended were services for public prayer. 
The first was the 30th of May, 1918, in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Columbia, S. C., led by 


Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood. In answer to the call 


of President Wilson the church people filled the 
sanctuary for a service of prayer. : With his fine 
sense of fitness the presiding minister read long 
passages suitable for the occasion and then called 
on leading elders for the prayers. Perhaps Mr. 
F. H. McMaster is the only one of these distin- 
guished elders still serving. The second of these 
noteworthy services was held on D-Day in the De- 
catur Church, using the order carefully pre- 
arranged by Dr. Hugh Bradley. 


Now we are agreed that faith cometh by hear- 
ing and hearing by the Word of Christ. We thank 
God that it pleases Him by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. But preaching 
is not always available. Before there were suffi- 
cient preachers in Scotland the Protestant nobles 
used the Book of Common Prayer prepared by 
order of King Edward VI for their public wor- 
ship, and later the Liturgy arranged by John Knox. 
And even when there were preachers it was cus- 
tomary for many years to have a Reader lead the 
worship for the first hour, using prayers and 
scripture lessons, and then the Preacher conducted 
the second hour’s worship with the sermon. 


This summer there will not be enough preachers 
for the supply of every congregation, particularly 
when the pastor is on his vacation. In such a case 
it would be much better to have a service of Pub- 
lic Prayer than to close the church. Perhaps the 
order so carefully thought out by Dr. Bradley may 
be adapted and used in a number of places: 


Invasion Day Prayer And Praise Service 
June 6, 1944. 


Organ Prelude. (Opportunity for Quiet Prayer). 
Hymn 194. (Verses 1-2). (Seated). 

Hymn 365. (Verses 1-2-3). (Seated). 

Hymn 341. (All Verses). (Standing). 

Invocation. 

Word of Explanation: II. Chronicles 7:14. 


Adoration 
Hymn 7. (Verses 1-4-5). | 
Responsive Reading: Selection 34. Psalm 150. 
Prayer Period. 


_ End with Hymn 223. (Verses 1-2). (Sing Amen). 


Confession 


Hymn 174. (Verses 1-5-6). 

Responsive Reading: Selection 13. Psalm 51. 
Verses 1-14. 

Prayer Period. 

End with Hymn 303. (Verses 1-4). (Sing Amen). 


Thanksgiving 


Hymn 479. (Verses 1-4). 
Selection 25: Psalm 108. 

Prayer Period. 

Doxology. (Stand). (Sing Amen). 
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Supplication - Submission 
Signature 


Hymn 3638. (Verses 1-4). 

Responsive Reading: Selection 17. Psalm 67. 
Prayer Period. 

End with Hymn 287. (Verses 1-3). (Sing Amen). 
Announcements. 

Hymn 348. 

Benediction. 


Selections From The Presby- 
terian Hymnal. 
—Wm. C. R. 


— 


Gold From Guthrie 
Man An Object Of Divine Mercy 
“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, I do 


not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for 
mine holy name’s sake.” Ezekiel 36:22. 


The doctrine that God is not moved to save man 
by any merit or excellence of his, is a truth of 
the highest importance to sinners. Like the rough 
and stern Baptist it prepares the way for Christ. 
Man must be emptied of self before he can be 
filled with grace. We must be stripped of our rags 
before we can be clothed with righteousness; we 
must be unclothed, that we may be clothed upon; 
wounded that we may be healed; killed that we 
may be made alive; buried in disgrace that we may 
rise in grace. 


This doctrine is the true leveler. It puts all men 
on tha same degraded platform before God; sets 
kings as low as beggars. Now since God pro- 
nounces our righteousness to be filthy rags, trust 
not to them. What man in his senses would think 
of going to court in rags? Nor think that the 
righteousness of the cross was wrought to patch 
up these. Nor fancy, like some who would have a 
Saviour and yet keep their sins, that you ‘may 
wear the rags beneath this righteousness. Put 
them away; like a beggar who, having got a better 
attire, flings his rags into the nearest ditch and 
leaves them there. 


If this doctrine is humbling to our pride, it is 
full of encouragement to a poor sinner’s hope. It 
lays me down, but it is to lift me up. Fit to go to 
Christ! Fit to go to Christ you shall never be, but 
only by going to Him. Your warrant lies in your 
wants. 


Was there ever an invalid so senseless as to | 
say, when I am somewhat better, when this fever 


burns less fierce, this pulse beats more calm, this 
running ulcer has a less loathsome and offensive 
discharge, I will repair to the hospital? Yet such 
is their folly who say, when I am holier, I will go 
to Jesus. Go to Him as you are; show the phy- 
sician your wounds, bruises, putrifying sores. 


And what hinders you to go and go now? What 
does He say? Hear Him: “I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.’”’ And the 
worse your case is, the greater, in a sense, is your 


certainty of immediate salvation—yours the hope. 


of the maimed and bleeding soldier whom kind 
comrades bear from the deadly trench, and who 
knows that the worse his wound, the more sure 
he is of the surgeon’s earliest care. 


Of Faith In The 
Holy Ghost 


Article xii of the Scots’ Confession 
adopted in 1560. 


This our Faith and the assurance of the same 
proceeds not from flesh and blood, that is to say, 
from no natural powers within us, but is the in. 
spiration of the Holy Ghost: Whom we confess 
equal with the Father and with His Son, who 
sanctifies us and brings us in all verity by his own 
operation, without whom we should remain for. 
ever enemies to God, and ignorant of His Son 
Christ Jesus; for of nature we are so dead, go 
blind, and so perverse, that neither can we fee] 
when we are pricked, see the light when it shines, 
nor assent to the will of God when it is revealed, 
unless the Spirit of the Lord Jesus quicken that 
which is dead, remove the darkness from our 
minds, and bow our stubborn hearts to the obedi- 
ence of His blessed will. And so as we confess that 
God the Father created us, when we were not, as 
His Son our Lord Jesus redeemed us, when we 
were enemies to him; so also do we confess that 
the Holy Ghost doth sanctify and regenerate us, 
without all respect of any merit proceeding from 
us, be it before or be it after our Regeneration. 
To speak this one thing yet in more plain words: 
As we willingly spoil ourselves of all honour and 
glory of our own Creation and Redemption, so do 
we also of our Regeneration and Sanctification, 
for of ourselves we are not sufficient to think one 
good thought, but He who has begun the work in 
us, is He only that continues us in the same, to 
the praise and glory of His undeserved grace. 


The Supreme 


Dr. Arthur H. Limouze, Executive Secretary of 
the General Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
New York, N. Y., will speak on “The Supreme 
Stewardship,”’ every Monday in July, August and 
September, from 12:00 o’clock noon to 12:15 
P.M. (Eastern War Time) over the Blue Network. 


These radio addresses are under the auspices of 
the Department of National Religious Radio for 
the United Stewardship Council, Hillsdale, Mich. 
and are sponsored, in part, through affiliation, by 
the Committee on Stewardship of the General As 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, according to the Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr. 
D.D., Secretary. 


July topics are: July 3, “Our Fathers’ God”; 
July 10, “Manpower Problems”; July 17, ‘Another 
Freedom - The Freedom To Give”; July 24, “Basic 
Training’; July 31, “What Is The Church Doing?” 

It is asserted that the August and September 
topics will be “equally interesting.”’ 


Single copies of the addresses may be had with- 
out charge upon request to the station to which 
you listen, or to the Department of National Re 
ligious Radio, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


DEATH IN THE POT 
By J. Elwin Wright, LL.D. 


Published.By The Fellowship Press, 9 Park Street, 
Boston, Mass. Price: Single Copy, 25c; 
Lots Of 100, $15.00. | 


The title of this small volume stems from an 
episode in the career of Elisha. Due to the in- 
troduction of a wild vine, the prophets of God 
discovered in the eating of the pottage that death 
was in the pot. The author applies this incident 
to the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America. This book is an appraisal of the Federal 
Council. It is permeated with a Christian spirit 
and the author at all times strives to see both 
sides of controversial issues. 


The first chapter gives a brief historical back- 
eround of the formation and growth of the Federal 
Council. He freely admits that many commeda- 
tory things could be said about the Council with 
reference to its interest in moral and social re- 
form. He states that it has made notable contribu- 
tions to the welfare of the under-privileged. But 
having given credit where credit is due, he then 
points out that in many moral and social issues 
the Council has been on the wrong side of some 
of our gravest social problems. He cites the color- 


ed race as an example of this. Although the Coun- | 


cil has sought to improve life among the negroes 


it has gone to the extreme position of even dis- 


cussing inter-marriage among the races. . 


The author is at his best in the second chapter 
where he discusses. the Federal Council and its 
attitude toward the deity of Christ... Although 
the Federal Council has not admitted the Unita- 
rian denomination as a constituent member of the 
Council, the author proves that it has in its mem- 
bership large numbers of people of Unitarian con- 
viction. He states “There is a growing sentiment 
among leaders of the Council for the inclusion of 
the non-evangelical denominations. Unitarians 
(in belief) are among its officers, members of its 
communion and committees as well as the fore- 
front of its congregations, missions and radio 
programs.” The author also is correct in stressing 
the fact that an outstanding example of the Coun- 
cil’s leaders denying many of the more funda- 
mental doctrines of the faith is Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, who is constantly featured as a radio 
speaker under the Federal Council auspices and 
certainly has the endorsement of that organization. 
Dr. Wright does not call in question Dr. Fosdick’s 
sincerity as many have done, but he does make it 
plain that Dr. Fosdick is Unitarian in his concep- 
tion of Christ and throughout his writings and 
sermons states unequivocally that he denies the 
virgin birth of Christ. The quotations from Dr. 
Fosdick’s writings enables the author to draw this 
conclusion: ‘‘And so we have in Fosdickian theo- 
logy a Christ who was normally born, whose mir- 
acles are myths, who was simply humanity at its 
best, who died for his convictions on the cross and 
whose dust is still in an unkown Syrian grave.” 


The Federal Council and its relationship to 
National Defense is the subject of discussion in 
the third chapter. This chapter is well document- 
ed and shows the powerful influence that the Coun- 
cil exerted through its espousal of pacifism and 
ee of our nation towards disarma- 

ent, 


The ultimate goal of the Federal Council ac- 
cording to Dr. Wright is the organic union of 
Protestantism and this is the theme of his fourth 
chapter. Here the author does some straight 
thinking. He insists that the success of this goal 
would produce a hydra-headed monstrocity that 
would bring religious freedom to an end. 


A timely warning is sounded in the fifth chapter 
on the subject of the Federal Council and world 
government. Here the author reminds us that 
lasting peace is dependent upon the regeneration 
of human hearts and that as long as men are un- 
regenerate they will be selfish and as long as they 
are selfish they will conspire to their own advan- 
tage as individuals and as representatives of 
nations. Instead of the complicated plans of the 
Federal Council the author would substitute a 
sweeping revival of religion as our only hope. 


The closing chapter discusses the World Council 
of Churches. The good features of the World 
Council are gladly recognized and the author feels 
that the World Council has a stronger statement 
of its faith than the Federal Council. Still he 
warns: “But one can not help being puzzled over 
its apparent acceptance by the many leaders of 
the Federal Council who have made it perfectly 


- evident through the years that they do not be- 


lieve that Jesus is God.” The author concludes 
with .an appeal for Christian believers to become 
more united in spirit and truth for the propagation 
of the gospel message, but do not consent to any 
entangling alliances with organizations that have 
fostered the modernism which denies the divine 
inspiration, authority and infallibility of the Word 
of God; the blood atonement and other doctrines 
which have been common to the evangelical group 
throughout the nineteeth century of this era. 

We wish all of our ministers and church officers 
would read carefully this little book. It would 
certainly open many eyes as to the real nature of 
the Federal Council and its dangers. We trust 
that it will have the wide reading it so justly de- 
serves. We also want to thank the author for the 
contribution he has made in clarifying and meet- 
ing the issues involved in these controversial ques- 
tions confronting the Church of our day. 7 

—John R. Richardson. 


DEVOTIONS FOR YOUTH 
By Clark R. Gilbert 


Published By Fleming H. Revell, 158 Fifth Ave. 
| New York, N. Y. Price $1.75. 


The author of this book is a principal in a high 
school in Kansas. He states: “I found that the 
weakest part of youth programs was the devotions. 
I decided to do something about it and this book 
is the result.” It is designed to be a guide that 
young people need during a time of strain. It con- 
tains over one hundred devotional stories and pro- 
grams, all written in a fresh style with apt Scrip- 
ture selections. Each devotion closes with a brief 
prayer; in fact some are too brief. The value of 
this book is enhanced by alphabetical and subject 
indices. It is a little thin in spots but will help 
busy leaders to hold the interest of the young peo- 
ple for whom they are responsible. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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THE AMAZING CROSS 


By Herman Hoeksema 


Published By The Wm. B. Erdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


A tonic for modern doubt and speculation. No 
rcom here for the “‘dilemmas’’ of Jesus. The Moral 
Influence and such theories of the Atonement is 
disallowed. 


The author gives two sets of Lenten sermons, 
dealing with the Cross as God’s judgment of the 
world, the apostate Church, the Political World- 
Power, and the People, presenting a graphic ac- 
count of the hour of execution, and of the risen 
Christ. He asserts his belief in the resurrection of 
the same body in which Christ died, and empha- 
sizes the proofs of the resurrection. 


The second part treats the suffering of the Sa- 
viour as expressing voluntary obedience on his 
part, in which he lays down his life to serve the 
Father’s glory, forcing the issue and taking it out 
of his enemies’ hands, and descends into the very 
depths of hell, revealing there God’s love for His 
own world. A unique distinction is made between 
man’s sinful world; which God does not love, and 
God’s world embracing those whom He loved, as 
expressed in John 3:16—those who believe. 

—S. B. Williams. 


“YAKALO—INDIAN BOY OF BRAZIL” 
Story By Dorothy Grunbock 
Drawings By Emmy Lou Osborne 

Published By The Moody Press, Chicago, IIl. 
Price 35c Each or $3.75 Per Dozen. 


In “Yakalo,” we have another delightful book 
for small children. With its large, full-page draw- 
ings that will furnish a child many enjoyable 
hours of entertainment with a colored pencil, and 
its informative facts concerning the customs and 
habits of Brazilians, it is a book well worth hand- 
ing to children. But the outstanding thing about 
it, the thing that makes it different from the ordi- 
nary book, is the Gospel it proclaims. Character- 
istic of Miss Grunbock’s books for children, it sets 
forth the gospel truths in a simple, easily under- 
stood manner, though at the same time interesting 


to the child as he follows the story of the boy, 


Yakalo, as he learns for the first time about 
Christ and finally comes to accept Him as his 
Saviour. This is a book that any Christian would 
heartily recommend to parents of small children. 
—Lucile Liddell. 


“THEY TWO” 
Two Men—Adam And Christ 


The history of the world is wrapped up in these 
two men. The weakness, sin, shame and misery of 
the world in one; the strength, righteousness, 
glory, joy of the world in the other. The one tells 
the story of the downward trend in human life; 
oe other, the upward pull to greater and nobler 
things. 


Think of these “two men” — Adam and Christ; 
the first man, and the last Man; the man from 
earth, and the Man from Heaven; the old man, 
and the New Man; the natural man and the Spir- 
itual Man! : 


Both were perfect men. Adam was created jp 
the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness. 
Christ who was in the beginning with God, ang 
was God, became man by His incarnation, bor, 
of the Virgin Mary. 


Both were tested men. Adam, in a garden gyp. 
rounded by all its beauty; Christ in the Wilder. 
ness, with the wild beasts. Adam yielded, sinned, 
fell. Christ conquered. He fought the great battle 
for a lost race. 


Both were representative men. We are all cop. 
nected with the first man by nature, born in gjp, 
We practice sin, and we reap the wages of sin— 


death. By faith we can be connected with the 


“Last Man,” born again by the Spirit of God. We 
are adopted into the family of God and have 4g 
right to all the privileges of the children of God, 
Eternal life is ours. | 


Are we “in Adam,’’ or “in Christ?” Here is the 
world in a nut-shell. All are “in Adam’’; part are 
“in Christ.”” Where are you? Where am I[? 


Since in Adam all men must die, 

Why not to Christ, our Refuge, fly? 
There, Spirit-born and Spirit-led, 

Be “risen with Christ’? from the dead? 

— 


I Would Be Great 


‘‘Whosoever will be great among you.” 
Matthew 20:20. 


Lord, I would be. great; 
Not the greatness of a throne, 3 
Nor those who with hearts like stone, 
Have trampled others as they rise; 
Theirs, of the earth; mine, of the skies, 
Like my Lord was great! 


May I lowly be! 
He stooped to men and deeds, 
Bending low; deep were the needs 
Of suffering men He met each day! 
May I follow His blessed way, 
With humility! 


Teach me to serve, live, 
Like the Great Servant of God; 
Willing to perform tasks hard; 
To heal, to feed, to lift, befriend 
Hungry, defiled, sinful men; 
Needed help to give! 


-_ May this be my will; | 
To make some sacrifice for Thee, 
Who died on Calvary’s cross for me; 
May I daily my small cross bear, 
Of others’ burdens take my share; 
Thy command fulfil! 


Let me clearly see 

That to be first in Thy sight, 

I must do with all my might, 

The humblest work, and suffer, too; 

If, to my ministry be true, | 
I must follow Thee! | —H. Ga 


| 
| 
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